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Samford Arts
Experience
The Samford Arts experience challenges students to 
consider how faith, academics, and talents unite in the 
college classroom and beyond to make a positive difference 
in the world.

An Artistic Education 
Courses span the breadth and depth of each field, allowing 
students to hone existing talents and explore new areas of 
interest. Productions foster growth of the whole student, 
provide opportunities for developing leadership and reach 
across disciplines to draw upon the expertise of the entire 
arts community. The Samford Arts experience fuses a 
strong traditional foundation with contemporary creativity 
and hands-on application.

A Broad Perspective
The liberal arts and Christian mission of Samford deepen 
the acumen and reach of our arts. From learning inside 
the classroom to performing and serving abroad, students 
engage in meaningful discussions about what art says 
about society, see how it relates to different worldviews 
and experience firsthand how art can make a positive 
difference in the world.
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“Samford’s Orchestra and Jazz 
Band traveled to the Dominican 
Republic and witnessed the 
transforming, transcendent 
power of music.”
—Matt Taylor ’14
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Every day, students, faculty and alumni 
are guiding national and international 
arts organizations, performing in the 
world’s greatest venues and training the 
next generation of arts students. 

Bringing in the Best

Preparing today’s artist to shape tomorrow’s world

From opera singers to sculptors, Samford Arts students learn from experts in the field.  
Exposure to renowned guest artists opens up a new world of possibilities.
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Undergraduate Programs

Michael Williams ’11, fine art 
Michael creates street art 
depicting the homeless children 
he meets along his travels in 
Southeast Asia and around the 
world. Michael also traveled to 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, through a 
grant from Starbucks to demonstrate his 
technique of using coffee in painting.

Joseph Cory, associate professor of visual arts
Professor Cory participated in the R5 Visual Arts project, 
which paired 10 North American artists with 10 African 
artists in a cross-cultural creative incubator. 

Jordan Bondurant ‘10, 
musical theatre
In May 2015, Jordan made his 
Broadway debut as Sky in 
Mamma Mia!

Susan Patterson Altizer ’79, 
music education 
Opera soprano star Susan Patterson 
Altizer made her La Scala debut under 
the baton of Riccardo Muti.

Visual Arts Majors
  Join us on November 14 for Art and Design Day, 
an opportunity for juniors, seniors, and transfers 
majoring in fine art, graphic design, interior 
design or pre-architecture to take workshops 
taught by Samford faculty.

  Submit an art and design scholarship portfolio 
by February 1.

Visit the School of the Arts
During your visit, you can attend a Samford Arts production, connect with faculty, and immerse 
yourself in classes and rehearsals. To schedule a campus visit, go to samford.edu/visits or call 
205-SAMFORD (726-3673).

Larry Thompson, 
associate dean of 
visual arts
As a recipient of the 
distinguished Warhol 
Grant, Professor 
Thompson’s Birmingham exhibit 
will bring international attention to 
the community and Samford 
University. 

Preston Hite, associate professor of interior architecture
Professor Hite established a partnership with a non-profit organization 
in Ecuador that allows senior interior architecture students to directly 
impact impoverished individuals in the area through building design. 
The first team of students began their work on site in summer 2015, 
and plans for subsequent projects are underway.

Music and Theatre Majors
  Attend an Audition/Interview Weekend for 

music and theatre applicants on November 
13–14, February 5–6 or February 26–27. 

  Meet faculty and current students, see a 
Samford Arts production, and audition and 
interview for admission and scholarship. 

Chris Barbee ‘14, music education
Chris received a grant from the Fulbright U.S. 
Student Program to study choral conducting and 
music education in Riga, Latvia.

Riga, Latvia

Jon and Tanya Parks ’99, music 
Jon and Tanya work alongside English 
teachers at a private school in Kosice, 
Slovakia. Working with the Roma people, 
they teach conversational English classes 
and facilitate an after-school English club. 

Africa 



SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

800 Lakeshore Drive
Birmingham, AL 35229

Inspiring Venues
From the Birmingham Museum of Art to local theatre companies, Birmingham provides inspiration and helps students 
build their professional networks and resumes. With state-of-the-art venues, the School of the Arts is where the 
Birmingham community connects with the best arts in the city. Home to Alabama Symphony Orchestra Red Diamond 
SuperPOPS! and Alabama Ballet, Samford hosted over 200 school and community events in theatre, music, dance and 
visual art in 2014–15.

1. Wright Fine Arts Center
4. Bolding Studio

2. Brock Recital Hall 
5. Design Facilities

3. Harrison Theatre
6. Art Gallery
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Supportive Faculty
Samford Arts faculty mentors nurture and 
challenge students to reach new heights in 
their arts. The carefully sequenced curricula 
provide the ideal environment to expand a 
college major into a calling.

placement in jobs, 
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graduates

in the South for Best 
Undergraduate 
Teaching  –U.S. News & 
World Report (2015)

of May 2013 and May 2014 
undergraduate alumni were 
employed or enrolled in 
graduate school within six 
months of graduation

in the South for 
Regional Universities
–U.S. News & World 
Report (2015)

Visit Samford
Maybe you just want a feel for campus. 
Or maybe you want to sit in a class, eat 
in the caf, meet a professor and stay in a 
residence hall. Either way, we invite you 
to experience Samford for yourself. To 
make a reservation, go to 
samford.edu/visits or call 
205-SAMFORD (726-3673). 
 

Apply to Samford 
Ready to start your application? Go to 
samford.edu/apply. 

Application Checklist 

 Application
 Essay
 Official test scores 
 Official high school transcripts
 Academic recommendation 

Application Deadlines

Contact us:
samford.edu/admission
205-SAMFORD (726-3673)
admission@samford.edu

 SUAdmission

 SUAdmission
 SUAdmission

School of the Arts
Howard College of Arts and Sciences
Brock School of Business
Beeson Divinity School
Orlean Bullard Beeson School of Education

School of Health Professions
Cumberland School of Law
Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing
McWhorter School of Pharmacy
School of Public Health
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