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1973
Acquired the Ida V. Moffett School of
Nursing following a merger agreement with
Baptist Medical Centers—the first program
in Alabama to be accredited by the National
League for Nursing in 1955.

1984
Purchased the London Study Centre,
located in the heart of London; later
renamed Daniel House in honor of the
Daniel family.

1988
Established the Beeson School of Divinity
through the generosity of Ralph W.
Beeson.

1995
Opened the Lucille S. Beeson Law Library to
serve Samford’s Cumberland School of Law.
Lucille Beeson practiced law in the 1930s
and was a distinguished patron of the
University.

Dedicated the 132,000 square foot Pete
Hanna Center including 6,000 seat arena
and student fitness center.

2007

Opened the state-of-the-art Samford
Sciencenter, which includes a 100-seat plan-
etarium, conservatory, classrooms, more than
35 research labs, and related areas for biolo-
gy, physics, and chemistry departments.

2001

Designated the Division of Pharmacy as
the School of Pharmacy; later renamed
McWhorter School of Pharmacy in honor
of the R. Clayton McWhorter family.

1965

Created the School of Business; the
Department of Business had been offering
degrees since 1922. Named Brock School
of Business in 2007. 

1965

Elevated the Department of Music to the
School of Music. In 2001, became School
of Performing Arts with the addition of
Theatre Department. The Art Department
joined in 2008 to create School of the Arts. 

1970

1841

1842

1887

Founded and chartered in Perry County,
Alabama, by a group of educational, eco-
nomic, and Baptist leaders.

Opened in Marion, Alabama, in January, as
Howard College, named in honor of John
Howard, British advocate of prison reform.

Relocated to the East Lake campus in
Birmingham, Alabama

1947
Purchased 300-acre site in Homewood,
Alabama, for relocation of the campus.

1957
Relocated to the current Homewood cam-
pus with eight buildings

1961
Acquired the historic and renowned
Cumberland School of Law, established in
1847 at Lebanon, Tennessee.

1965
Elevated to university status and named
Samford University in honor of the Frank
Park Samford family.

Established Teacher Education Division 
1914

Established Division of Pharmacy
1927

1920
Gained membership in and accreditation
by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools.
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University Membership in
Educational Organizations

The University holds membership in the following educational  organizations:
ACHE Council of Graduate Deans
Alabama Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
Alabama Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
Alabama Commission of Higher Education
Alabama Council for International Programs
American Academy of Nurse Practitioners
American Alliance for Health, Physical Education and Dance
American Association for Family and Consumer Sciences
American Association for Paralegal Education
American Association of Colleges of Nursing
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers
American Association of University Women
American Council on Education
American Library Association
Association of Alabama College Administrators
Association of American Colleges and Universities
Association of American Law Schools
Association of College and Research Libraries
Association of Collegiate Entrepreneurs
Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges
Association of Southern Baptist Colleges and Schools
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB)
Birmingham Area Consortium for Higher Education (BACHE)
Consortium for Global Education
Council for the Advancement and Support of Education 
Council for the Advancement of Private Colleges in Alabama (CAPCA)
Council for Higher Education Accreditation
EDUCAUSE
National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU)
National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration
National Association of Student Personnel Administrators
National Athletic Trainers Association
National Association for Legal Assistants
National Council for Science and the Environment
National Network of Church-Related Colleges and Universities
National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties
Network of Alabama Academic Libraries
Online Computer Library Center (OCLC)
Southeastern Library Network (SOLINET)
Southern Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admission Officers
Southern Business Administration Association
Southern Regional Education Board

Samford University is approved by the Alabama Department of Education for the
training of teachers, school administrators, supervisors and counselors. The legal
assistant certificate program is approved by the American Bar Association
Standing Committee on Paralegals.

Samford Facts
• In the 2008 college rankings by U.S. News & World Report, Samford was num-

ber 118 out of 262 institutions in the doctoral/research university category;
Samford is the only private institution in Alabama in the national universities cat-
egory, and one of only three institutions in the state to rank as high as the sec-
ond tier

• Selected and recognized for excellence among 60 college first-year programs
and among 40 college civic education programs in The Templeton Guide:
Colleges that Encourage Character Development

• Selected annually for inclusion in Peterson’s Competitive Colleges
• 12:1 ratio of full-time student enrollment to faculty (as defined by the Common

Data Set); no students taught by graduate assistants
• Five continents host Samford academic programs:  North America, South

America, Africa, Asia, and Europe
• Twenty National Merit Scholars enrolled as entering freshmen for Fall 2007
• More than 100 children, ages six weeks through four years, are enrolled at the

Children’s Learning Center, which serves as an inclusive demonstration model
and laboratory school under the supervision of the Orlean Bullard Beeson School
of Education and Professional Studies

• Five of the last six American Presidents–William J. Clinton, George H. W. Bush,
Ronald W. Reagan, James E. Carter, Jr., and Gerald R. Ford –have spoken at
Samford, either before or after their terms in office

• Two recent British Prime Ministers, Margaret Thatcher and John Major, have 
visited Samford

• The University’s libraries house approximately 1,092,319 volume equivalents
• The Wright Fine Arts Center has a 2,700-seat concert hall, a theatre and recital

hall
• Samford has a 700-seat undergraduate chapel and a 400-seat divinity school

chapel 
• Samford is the 87th oldest college or university in America 
• For Fall 2007, 4,485 men and women enrolled from more than 43 states and

there were foreign students from 20 countries.
• There are 280 full-time faculty who hold degrees from more than 229 colleges

and universities; more than 80 percent have earned the highest degree in their
field

• Samford offers 24 degree programs in nearly 100 majors
• A 2,000-square-foot conservatory, only one of its kind in the Southeast 

dedicated entirely to plants that contain chemicals used in medicines or herbal
supplements

• Sixty percent of 2007 entering freshmen were in the top 25 percent 
of their high school class. The average ACT score of 2007 entering freshmen 
was 25

• Seventeen intercollegiate sports for men and women in NCAA Division I
• More than 100 social, religious, service, honorary and professional organiza-

tions, as well as seven national fraternities and eight national sororities
• More than 330 personal computers available for general student access at com-

puter labs across campus; all computers offer the latest software and are con-
nected to the Internet; telephone and Internet connections are provided for every
resident student

• Larry Davenport, professor of biology, was named as 2007 Alabama Professor of
the Year by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, the fourth
such Samford faculty member so honored in the last 10 years

Samford University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA
30033-4097; (404) 679-4501, to award associate, bachelor’s, master’s, educational specialist, and doctoral degrees. This status was most recently affirmed in 2007,
continuing a relationship that Samford has enjoyed with SACS since 1920. The appropriate professional schools at Samford are accredited by:

American Bar Association 
American Council on Pharmaceutical Education
American Dietetic Association
Association of Theological Schools 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB)
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education
Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs
Foundation for Interior Design Education Research
National Association of Schools of Music
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

Accreditation
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Frequently Asked Questions for New Students
HOW OLD IS SAMFORD UNIVERSITY?
Samford University was founded and chartered in 1841 by a group of education-
al, economic, and religious leaders. 

CAN I VISIT THE CAMPUS?
All prospective students and their parents are encouraged to visit the campus. To
schedule your visit, contact: Office of Admission, Samford University, 800
Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, AL 35229, or telephone (800) 888-7218 or 
(205) SAM-FORD [726-3673].

HOW DO I APPLY FOR ADMISSION TO SAMFORD UNIVERSITY?
Contact the Office of Admission for an admission packet (800) 888-7218 or 
(205) SAM-FORD [726-3673], or mail a request to: Office of Admission, Samford
University, 800 Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, AL 35229, or visit the Samford Web
site at www.samford.edu.

WHAT ARE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS?
Admission requirements depend on your student classification, i.e., whether or
not you have ever enrolled in college. Please see Admission Procedures and
Policies section of this catalog for definitions and details.

WHEN DO I APPLY FOR ADMISSION?
There is no formal admission deadline, but you are encouraged to complete the
application process as soon as possible. For freshmen to be considered for merit
based scholarships, applications must be received prior to December 15.

WHEN WILL I KNOW IF I HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY SAMFORD? 
Letters of admission notification are mailed to applicants on a rolling basis prior
to admission in the fall of the same year.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
A table of tuition and fees for undergraduate day students (full-time and part-
time) and graduate students can be found in the Financial Information section of
this catalog. Also, there are brief explanations of miscellaneous expenses that
may occur during an academic year.

AFTER I AM ACCEPTED TO SAMFORD, WHAT DO I DO NEXT?
Included with your letter of acceptance, you will receive a packet of information
including campus residence request forms, and most important, New Student
Orientation information. New Student Orientation is coordinated by the Director
of Orientation, and is held in June for freshmen and their parents prior to the fall
semester. (See the Academic Calendar for 2008-2009 in this catalog for dates.)
During this two-day orientation, students and parents will be introduced to cam-
pus services, faculty, staff, and various other elements of Samford. Parents will not
want to miss this two-day event. Students will participate in one-on-one person-
al curriculum advising with their academic advisor and course registration. It is a
time to relax, get acquainted with Samford, have questions answered, and meet
faculty, administration, and classmates. An information session will be held in
August for students transferring to Samford.

HOW CAN I APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP?
Samford University provides numerous scholarships based on criteria such as 
academic achievement, leadership skills, need, athletic ability, or field of study.
See the Financial Assistance section of this catalog for details or contact the Office
of Financial Aid at (205) 726-2905.

WHAT TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID ARE AVAILABLE?
Federal and state financial aid is available in the form of grants, loans, and 
on-campus job opportunities. Samford offers numerous scholarships to qualified
students. You will find details on these and other financial aid programs in the
Financial Assistance section of this catalog.

I AM A TRANSFER STUDENT. WHAT DO I NEED TO DO 
TO ENROLL IN SAMFORD?
Transfer students are welcomed at Samford University and must present academ-
ic records that reflect serious academic aims and mature progress toward those 
aims. See the Admission Policies and Procedures section of this catalog, or con-
tact the Office of Admission for an admission packet at (800) 888-7218 or 

(205) SAM-FORD [726-3673], or mail a request to the Office of Admission,
Samford University, 800 Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, AL 35229.

I AM AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT. 
WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO ENROLL IN SAMFORD?
An international student must allow six months to complete the necessary 
paperwork prior to admission and enrollment date. See the Admission Policies and
Procedures section of this catalog, or contact the Office of Admission for an
admission packet at (800) 888-7218 or (205) SAM-FORD [726-3673], or mail a
request to the Office of Admission, Samford University, 800 Lakeshore Drive,
Birmingham, AL 35229, or the Samford Web site at www.samford.edu.

DO I NEED A COMPUTER?
For the most part, the need for a student-owned computer is a personal prefer-
ence. Samford provides student access to six computer labs on campus. Many 
departments also have computer labs that support their specialized needs. All res-
ident students may access the Samford University network from their residence
hall room. Services such as e-mail and Internet access are provided without
charge to all Samford resident students. Contact the Personal Technology Group
for more detailed information at (205) 726-2662 or e-mail
support@samford.edu. Also, see Computer Services and Resources in the Campus
Life, Services, and Facilities section of this catalog.

WHAT CHOICES DO I HAVE FOR A MAJOR?
There are nearly 100 majors available from eight colleges and schools. A 
complete list of undergraduate majors and degrees offered can be found in the
Academic Policies and Regulations section of this catalog. There you will also find
a list of minors, certificates, and graduate and professional degrees offered.

I AM UNDECIDED ABOUT A MAJOR. WHAT DO I DO?
The Office of Freshman Life advises any student who is undecided about a major
and furnishes guidance through the services of a Career Counselor. To further aid
a student with this decision, a required curriculum of six courses, known as the
University Core Curriculum, has been designed to provide an 
academic foundation for work toward a major field of study. See Bachelor’s
Degree Requirements in the Academic Policies and Regulations section of this 
catalog for further information and details on the University Core Curriculum.

HOW DO I DECLARE A MAJOR? 
Each student must declare a major by the junior year and file it with the Office of
Student Records.

I DO NOT LIVE IN BIRMINGHAM. 
WHERE CAN I LIVE? CAN I LIVE ON CAMPUS?
All unmarried, undergraduate day students are required to live on campus for four
semesters (typically through the sophomore year), unless they live at home with
a parent or guardian. See Residence Life in the Campus Life, Services, and
Facilities section of this catalog for further information. 

MAY I HAVE A CAR ON CAMPUS?
Yes. All motor vehicles on campus must be registered with the Department of
Campus Safety, and students must comply with all campus vehicle registration
requirements, and parking and traffic regulations. See Campus Safety and
Regulations in the Campus Life, Services, and Facilities section of this catalog for
details.

WHAT ARE SOME EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AT SAMFORD? 
The Campus Life, Services, and Facilities section of this catalog introduces stu-
dents to the wide variety of annual campus events, musical groups and choirs, stu-
dent-run publications, radio station participation, student ministries, as well as
service and social organizations available to students. In addition, there are chap-
ters of eight national sororities and seven national fraternities on campus.
Samford is a Division I member of the NCAA and, beginning 2008-2009, com-
petes in the Southern Conference in basketball, baseball, football, golf, soccer,
softball, tennis, track, and volleyball. In their years at Samford, students experi-
ence opportunities to attend cultural events, to participate in service projects, and
to attend the lectures and seminars of outstanding and accomplished national
and international VIP visitors.




