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FROM THE DIRECTORS

KATIE NELSON

MARY BETH CARLISLE

Mary Beth Carlisle is a senior nursing major 
from Birmingham, Alabama. She was involved 
in Step Sing as a participant in both Freshman 
Ladies in 2013 and Alpha Delta Pi in 2014, and 
she served on the overall Step Sing committee 
in 2015. Mary Beth is involved in on campus 
leadership roles with Campus Outreach and 
Alpha Delta Pi. After graduation, she plans on 
attending Summer Beach Project as a team 
leader before coming back to Birmingham and 
hopes to work as an OB nurse. 

Katie Nelson is a senior nursing major from 
Woodstock, Georgia. Previously, she has 
been involved in Step Sing through directing 
Freshmen Ladies in 2013 and serving behind-
the-scenes on the Step Sing Committee in 
2015. Katie has been involved in various areas 
of Samford, including Samford Recruitment 
Team, Panhellenic Council, as a Rho Gamma for 
sorority recruitment, and as a member of Chi 
Omega. Post graduation, she hopes to work as 
an intensive care nurse for pediatric patients. 

As the overall directors of Step Sing 2016, it is our pleasure to welcome 
you to the 66th production of this beloved Samford tradition! We, along 
with many others, have worked diligently to enrich the experience for our 
live audience in the Wright Center and also for family, friends, and alumni 
watching the live stream around the world.

Last year we hit a record number of viewers of Step Sing via in-house 
audience and online live stream. What an exciting time for Step Sing as 
this tradition continues to reach throughout our Birmingham community 
and beyond! 

We are so proud of the directors and participants of the 15 groups 
performing this year and for all the hard work they have done in 
preparation for this year’s performances. The production of this year’s 
Step Sing would not be possible without the help of our committee, the 
talented Wright Center and Media Center staffs, all of the participants and 
show directors, and the various faculty and staff members along the way. A 
special shout out goes to our staff advisor, Paige Acker.

From everyone who has worked tirelessly to make these shows come to 
life -- please sit back, relax, & enjoy Step Sing 2016!

Mary Beth & Katie



OVERALL COMMITTEE

ALLIE GASSNER
Birmingham, AL

GARRISON RUTLEDGE
Uvalde, TX

JANE REID
Charlotte, NC

BONNIE GRACE TILLMAN
Rome, GA

CHLOE ROBERTS
Tyler, TX

TAYLOR VASSEY
Woodstock, GA

RACHEL WILLIAMS
Cincinnati, OH

EMILY FUQUA
Atlanta, GA

MARK DAVID BRADFORD
Step Sing Host

Mark David is a senior religion major with a 
minor in general business from Birmingham, AL. 
In his time at Samford University, he has been 
involved as a Connections Leader, Connections 
Coordinator, and Howard College Ambassador. 
Upon graduation, he will be attending seminary to 
receive a Master of Divinity degree. He hopes to  
pursue lifelong vocational Christian ministry.



HISTORY OF STEP SING
Step Sing began as a sing-along on the steps of Renfroe Hall at the 
Howard College East Lake Campus in 1951. Sponsored by the Women’s 
Service Organization, it was held once a semester and soon began to 
take the form of a competition. In the late 1950’s, campus organizations 
decided to gather only once a year in December. They moved the 
competition to the steps of “Old Main,” where each group sang two songs. 

In 1957, Howard College moved its present location on Lakeshore Drive, 
bringing with it the tradition of Step Sing. Many changes, including the 
addition of costumes and props, took place during the 1960’s. In 1966, 
emcees became a part of the action, and in 1967, each group began 
choosing a theme around which to base its show. 

In 1971, Step Sing celebrated it’s twentieth anniversary, and the 
Sweepstakes Trophy was added. A few years later, the first band 
accompanied the performances. In 1976, Step Sing moved to its current 
home in the Wright Center.

Groups began using recorded music instead of the Step Sing band in the 
early 1990’s, and the committee began awarding the “Participants’ Choice 
Award” to the cast members’ favorite show. 

Under the direction of the Division of Student Affairs and Enrollment 
Management, Office of Student Activities and Events, Step Sing is 
organized by students, including music arrangement, choreography and 

costume design. Step Sing has become an educational activities in which 
the students participate through leadership development, organizational 
administration and time management, and continues to be one of the 
most popular traditions at Samford. 

BANNER DROP
Step Sing has developed many traditions over the years. Before Spring 
classes begin, students gather on campus for the event that officially 
kicks off the Step Sing season, Banner Drop. In Bashinsky gym each group 
lets their banner drop from above to reveal their show’s title and theme. 
It is tradition that each show’s theme be kept secret until as close to the 
show opening as possible. Because of this, at Banner Drop, the title and 
banner are creatively used to throw off those that are not in that show! The 
banners are judged at this event and the 1st place group participants have 
the first choice for participant tickets. Following Banner Drop, the banners 
are displayed in the Caf and this year they have been moved for the show 
weekend to the Wright Center Lobby for our in-house audience to enjoy!



Ella’s Home is a safe house providing a 
welcoming and supportive place of recovery 
for women who have suffered in the most 
horrific ways from sexual exploitation and trafficking. Ella’s Home offers an 
appropriate time frame and holistic plan for recovery and supports them 
back into life, community and freedom. In addition Ella’s Home aims to 
become sustainable through developing its own small enterprises that will 
create employment and training opportunities.

Kahaila-Reflex are working in a women’s prison in London delivering 
mentoring, ‘myLife’ living, life skills courses and pastoral support to the 
women there. Through our work we aim to empower women to break free 
from the destructive cycles they are caught in 
- equipping them with new skills, aspirations 
and hope for the future.

KAHAILA
Kahaila seeks new and innovative ways of being church 
for a completely unchurched generation. We planted a 
church in 2012 on Brick Lane (the heart of East London) 
in the form of a cafe with a vision to reach out to the large 
community of people in their 20’s and 30’s. 

Kahaila is a mix of two Hebrew words that means Life in Community. The 
idea is to create a community where regardless of what people believe 
they can have a sense of belonging, but at the center of this community 
is a faith community (church) being the Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 
our beginning in 2012 we have developed Ellas Home, Luminary Bakery 
and Reflex.

Luminary Bakery’s vision is 
to see women provided with 
opportunities to leave their 
vulnerable situations and be released into a positive future. We are a 
social enterprise offering opportunities for women from vulnerable 
backgrounds to build a future for themselves. We use baking as a tool 
to take women on a journey to employability. We offer courses, work 
experience and paid employment within our bakery. By investing in and 
releasing them to realize their dreams, through training, employment and 
community, we aim to break the generational cycles of abuse, prostitution, 
criminal activity and poverty. 



JUDGING STRUCTURE AWARDS
Shows are judged during both Friday and Saturday evening’s 
performances by a different panel of five judges who were selected 
for their qualification in one of the following categories: Music, 
Choreography, Theatre, Former Step Sing Director, or Student Affairs.

Although each judge is selected for his or her experience in a specific 
area, each judge gives a score in every category. The combination in 
expert and novice opinions rewards the most well rounded group that is 
both technically proficient and entertaining. 

Judges do not see the shows before scoring to prevent bias. Score sheets 
are collected during intermission and at the end of the show to allow 
judges to score each half holistically, account for the fact that they have 
not seen the shows before, and make up for an bias caused by the order 
of the show.

Each show’s highest and lowest scores are dropped, and the middle eight 
scores are averaged to provide the final score. 

COMMITTEE CHOICE AWARDS After spending extensive time working 
with the show directors and watching the shows develop from ideas to 
performance, the Step Sing Committee votes on which shows to recognize 
for having the Favorite Moment, Favorite Song, and the Directors of the Year. 

PARTICIPANT CHOICE AWARDS Participants have the opportunity to 
vote for their favorite Step Sing show in the following categories: Music, 
Choreography, Costumes, Favorite Emcee and Most Entertaining Show.

SPIRIT OF STEP SING AWARD The Spirit of Step Sing Award is given to 
one member of each group chosen by the participants as someone who 
embodies the energy and attitude of Step Sing. 

STEP SING CHARACTER AWARD This award is new for 2016 and is awarded 
to the group who demonstrates a spirit of congeniality and character in their 
actions on the stage and behind the scenes. This award is voted on by the 
Overall Step Sing Committee, The Office of Student Activities and Events, 
and the Wright Center Staff. 

JUDGES   FRIDAY JUDGES   SATURDAY
Voice  JENNIFER BRYANT   Birmingham Southern, Adjunct Professor

Dance   MARSHA BARSKY   Middle Tennessee State University, Dance Program Director

Theatre   DANE PETERSON   Dane Peterson Theatre Series, Founding Artistic Director

Former Step Sing Director   LEIGH SULLIVAN   Samford University Class of 2008

Student Affairs  LANIE PATTEN   Tri Delta, Regional Manager- Southeast

Voice  NANCY BALACH   Ole Miss, Associate Professor

Dance   LISA SPRADLEY   Epiphany Dance Company, Director

Theatre   CECILE MARTIN   Summer Showoffs, Founder

Former Step Sing Director   KARA COCKRUM   Samford University Class of 2011

Student Affairs   BRITNEY KELLEY   Columbus State University, Student Development Specialist



THE GOOD STEWARD
p r e s e n t s

FRESHMAN LADIES

This is the last call to board flight FR 2019. The Freshman Ladies are your 
flight attendants as you “come fly with us.”  On route to your destination, 
you will experience turbulence, ups and downs, and lots of music and 
dancing. FR 2019 is packed with freshman fun.  Buckle up, you are about 
to experience why “we love to fly and it shows.”

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Caroline Colee Emily Frazier Abigail Jackson

Mary Kathryn Evans
Teya Lonquist

Caroline Colee
Emily Frazier
Abigail Jackson
Emmala Brown

Daniel Fox



WHILE YOU  
WERE SLEEPING

p r e s e n t s
PHI MU

Our show, “While You Were Sleeping,” explores the magical world of tooth 
fairies. A lot of work must be done before a fairy is allowed to go out on 
her first mission! A tooth fairy must first train and learn to fly before going 
to visit the children. Once the fairies earn their wings, it’s time for the 
mission, collecting the teeth! But like any good fairy knows, no mission 
is ever perfect. You can encounter squeaky toys, bad flying weather, and 
even children that aren’t asleep! 

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHER

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Mackenzie Babb
Anna Beth Riggs
Katie Stockton
Sarah Summa 
Dannie Waller

Amanda Hyde

Chadwick McDowell

Kelli Crawford Karalee Geis Haley Thornton



I HAVE A DREAM
p r e s e n t s

NOTEWORTHY

You’re waiting for a show, a show that will take you far away...well, maybe 
no further than Birmingham, AL.  Join Noteworthy in our show, “I Have A 
Dream,” as we take you behind the scenes of Step Sing and through all of 
the levels it takes to create the perfect show.  From the practices, to the 
tech rehearsals, to the big performance night, down to that singular idea 
that a group tries to plant in the audience’s mind, we’ll cover it all!  We 
promise this “step-ception” will leave your subconscious pondering the 
wonders of Step Sing for days to come.

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

Natalie Frank
Hannah Aldridge

Lucas Eddings

Mary Elizabeth Curl Lucas Eddings Victoria Richardson



HOOKED
p r e s e n t s

ALPHA TAU OMEGA

Join a crew of fishermen as they set out on the biggest day of their lives. 
What opens as an average day, quickly grows in intensity as a record sized 
bass is hooked on the line. The fishermen must work together to reel in 
the beast, giving them the greatest fishin’ story this side of the Mississippi. 
Grab your tackle box and reel and get “Hooked” with Alpha Tau Omega!

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Cole Arn 
Spencer Bissell
Stewart Butler  
Ken Gammada

Jessica Chapman 
Evan Gunter

Matt Taylor

Evan Gunter Carter Krohn Dalton Roach

Ben Henry
Austin Hoover
Daniel Maynard
Reid Parrott



DARE TO PLAY
p r e s e n t s

ALPHA OMICRON PI

The ladies of Alpha Omicron Pi take you back to those family game nights. 
The thrill of moving one square closer to the end, the agony of being sent 
to jail and the utter excitement of collecting stacks of money. Join us as 
we explore the characters and emotions of America’s favorite board game. 
Will you “Dare to Play” with us?

CHOREOGRAPHER

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Bethany Willis
Meredith Leveille

Katherine Cloninger

Matt Taylor

Katherine Cloninger Elise Leveille

DIRECTORS



CALL YOUR SHOT
p r e s e n t s

PI KAPPA PHI

The climax of every young man’s athletic experience - the state 
championship - is upon us. As the Raiders are down big at half-time in 
the State Championship football game, the coaches have more pressure 
on them than ever to get the most out of their players. It’s up to them to 
design game-changing plays, motivate their team, and be the constant in a 
chaotic environment. Will the coaches let it slip away? Or will they fight off 
everything in their way and rise to greatness in a memorable night that  
will never die.

Cameron Gonzalez Carson Kennedy Will Roberson

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Danny Delgado
Trenton Fiscus
Glenn Fleenor
Rich Fridy
Garrett Galloway 

Christian Rodriguez
Wesley Walters

Matt Taylor

Holt Linde
Micah Lutz
Charlie Scott
Caleb Strawn
Daniel Tankersley
Thomas Wachter



A WHOLE NEW  
WORLD

p r e s e n t s
ALPHA DELTA PI

These extraterrestrials are over the moon about taking an adventure of  
galactic proportions, with new experiences and the possibilities of  
sighting alien life forms. Join us as we boldly go where no aliens have 
gone before, beaming in from our galaxy far, far away to the true final 
frontier. It’s truly going to be out of this world--or at least out of ours!

Arden Dortch Elizabeth Mullins Karen Teel

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHER

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Megan Eberhart
Catherine Moore
Kelley Nabors
Gretchen Powell

Karen Teel

Michael Southerland



YOUR BOOKING  
EXPERTS

p r e s e n t s
INDIE LADIES

Rules of the Library: 
There will be no talking. 

There will be no dancing on tables.
There will be no throwing of books. 

If you need assistance, please ask you booking experts!

Jessica Petty Kathleen Sharp

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Kendra Ball
Emily Bauer
Sarah Grove
Kaitlin Moore

Kendra Ball
Emily Bauer

Chadwick McDowell



ESPRESSO YOURSELF
p r e s e n t s

FRESHMAN GIRLS

“Espresso Yourself” began as a casual suggestion as we brainstormed show 
themes in the Samford library, and little did we know it would become the 
idea that would envelope us into our first Step Sing show. As we began to 
explore the world of coffee shops and caffeinated beverages, we found 
that there is much more excitement behind the counter mixing drinks and 
dealing with over complicated orders than ordering in front of the register. 
The cast of Freshman Girls invite you on a journey of the behind the scenes 
life coffee baristas, so sit back, grab a latte, and enjoy the show. 

Natascha Anderson Makenzie Krantz Emily Willson

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Erin Hall
Sarah McFarland
Alessandra Sisto

Mackenzie Epps
Bailey Smith

Daniel Fox



BLADES OF GLORY
p r e s e n t s

SIGMA CHI

In a man’s world, your barber is responsible for the way you look. If you’re 
looking for a barber, we have plenty that are ready to give you the best 
haircut of your life! We can wash it, clip it, and make your hair look the 
best it’s ever been. Join Sigma Chi inside your favorite barber shop as  
we present, “Blades of Glory.”

Richard Barnes Steadman Bethea Chris Colee

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Adam Crane
Josh Mitchell
Carlton Neil
Jake Petty

Steadman Bethea
Richard Barnes

Michael Southerland



LOST
p r e s e n t s

SPECTRUM

Spectrum is a co-ed group that gathers once a year for Step Sing and 
brings participants together from across all areas of campus. We believe 
our show this year is one that will keep you hooked. With a unique twist on 
a classic fairytale, we will take you to the world of Neverland. Fly with us 
into a world of your imagination and join Spectrum as we present “Lost.” 

Kyle DeMarco Kelsey Wyrosdick

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Isaac Espy
Camille Honts
Lincoln Honts
Chelsea Pennington
Elizabeth Simmons

Robbie Crawford 
Aimee Dykes

Matt Taylor

Katelyn Hayes
Karson Loomis



FOR WHOM THE  
BELL TOLLS

p r e s e n t s
ZETA TAU ALPHA

The sisters of Zeta Tau Alpha invite you to sit back, relax, and be our guest 
as we proudly present, “For Whom the Bell Tolls.” Today’s hustle and bustle 
have caused the luxuries of checking in a hotel and being waited on by a 
bellhop to become things of the past. We invite our guests to check in and 
be transported to the roaring 20s to experience high luxury and elaborate 
service by the most qualified and talented bellhops. Hand us your luggage 
and ring the bell- there’s no telling what you’ll see our bellhops do.

Emily Killen Anamarie Wright

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Lindsey Anderson 
Carly Cline
Marisa Connally
Marty Desforges

Amelia Floyd
Mary Katherine Hale
Karen McCall

Bobby Smith

Ashten Duncan
Riana Lonquist
Taylor Yungk



BRING THEM HOME
p r e s e n t s

DUDES-A-PLENTY

The dudes of Dudes-A-Plenty proudly invite you to scout the wilderness 
with us this year. After getting lost in the forest, our troop faces mounting 
odds as harsh reality sets in. Will we give into primal instinct, or get 
behind each other to survive? Get ready for an in-tents journey of boys 
becoming men in the hostile wilderness. What wood you do to “Bring 
Them Home?”

Hunter Gibbs Garrett Greer Stephen Rice

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

The DAP Brain Trust

Hunter Gibbs
Emily Smotherman

Bobby Smith



BREAKING NEWS
p r e s e n t s

CHI OMEGA

Remember your first crush as a teenager? Those simply wonderful feelings 
of butterflies in your stomach, endless daydreaming, uncontrollable 
blushing, and the inability to say anything remotely cool! And then, how 
you broke up? The heartbreak, the over eating, the endless phone calls 
with friends…and then the boy next door moves in! Relive the best (and 
worst) moments of your imaginary love life. Join Chi Omega as we walk 
down the many paths of Lover’s Lane!

Emmy Carswell Brinn Loftin Laura Valby

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Mary Grace Baker
Amanda Bennett
Rachael Fox
Emily Kanuss 

Brinn Loftin
Laura Valby

Daniel Fox

Merrell McQueen
Anna Ozment
Mary Leslie Prater
Claire Wilgus



PAIRS
p r e s e n t s

IGNITE

We’re embarking on a story from a long time ago; it’s a familiar tale you 
probably already know. There was a guy named Noah with a really long 
beard; he heard a message from God and he never feared. The people in 
town thought he was truly insane; that was until the day it started to rain. 
When the water kept rising he knew what to do; there’ll be singing and 
dancing from animals two-by-two. With hooves, claws, paws, and more; sit 
back, relax, and see what IGnite has in store. 

Eden Long Jordan Simpson

DIRECTORS

CHOREOGRAPHERS

ARRANGER

COMMITTEE

Mackenzie Davis
Hope Thompson
Brianna Walker

Rachel Garcia
Alyssa Hall
Margie Terp

Austin Motlow



PHOTOGRAPHY Photography and unauthorized recording, including with 
the use of mobile devices such as telephones, are not permitted during 
the performances and can be considered U.S. copyright violation. 

PATRONS WITH DISABILITIES The Wright Center is committed to serving 
patrons with disabilities. Assisted listening devices are available in the  
Box Office.

RESTROOMS AND WATER FOUNTAINS Patrons will find restroom facilities 
and water fountains in the lounge and on second-floor levels, both 
accessible by staircase and elevator.

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY Samford University is an Equal Opportunity 
Institution that complies with applicable law prohibiting discrimination 
on the basis of race, color, sex, age, disability, 
veteran status, genetic information, 
or national or ethnic origin.

T-SHIRTS Long and short sleeve 
shirts are available in the lobby.  
Long $15/Short $10
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WRIGHT CENTER STAFF
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Rich Fridy, Illustrator 
Harb Productions and Technology Services
Bulldog Dancers and Samford Cheerleaders 
Office of Admissions
University Advancement 
Samford Athletics 
Campus Recreation 

WRIGHT CENTER MEDIA CENTER STAFF
Ed Landers 
Chris Bailey
Tim Treahy
Alex Beaman
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S A M F O R D  U N I V E R S I T Y
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