
SAMFORD IN ITALY: January 3-20, 2009 

Classics 304: Eternal Rome 
Objective: Students in this course will examine the history of the city that was and is Rome through firsthand 
study of its artistic and architectural remains, including its Greek and Etruscan antecedents, the Republican and 
Imperial periods, and the transformation of the Classical ideal by the Christian Church through the Renaissance 
and beyond. 
 

 By visiting the material remains of Rome and the Renaissance in situ, students will learn to identify 
important monuments of the Western tradition found in Italy and to draw insightful conclusions 
about the historical and cultural significance of these monuments. 

 By placing these remains in a historical context, students will be able to outline the major periods of 
the history of Italy and to list artifacts representing each period. 

 Through careful, formal examination of artistic and architectural remains, students will develop a 
vocabulary of aesthetic analysis. 

 By studying the function of various works of art, students will be able to explain the cultural role 
played by specific examples of the art and architecture from each period  

 By beginning to understand the profound and continuing influence of ancient Italic cultures upon the 
development of Western Civilization, students will be able to establish cultural continuity between life 
in twenty-first century Alabama and the life lived by Romans through the ages. 

 
Required Texts:  

 The Aeneid.  Virgil.  Trans. R. Fagles.  Penguin, 2008.  ISBN 978-0143105138.  $16.00 

 The Colosseum.  Mary Beard and Keith Hopkins.  Harvard University Press, 2005. ISBN 978-0-674-01895-2.  
$19.95. 

 Silver Pigs: A Detective Novel in Ancient Rome.  Lindsey Davis.  St. Martin’s Minotaur, 2006. ISBN 978-
0312357771.   

 CLASSICS: The Ancient Roman City.  1st ed.  John Stambaugh.  Johns Hopkins University Press, 1988. ISBN 
0801836921.  $21.95. 

 ART: Classical Art: From Greece to Rome.  Mary Beard and John Henderson.  Oxford, 2001.  ISBN 
9780192842374. $23.50 

 
Helpful Texts in the Samford Library:  
History 
Cambridge Ancient History.  Reference D57 C25 
Brown, P.  The World of Late Antiquity.  New York, 1989, c1971.  DG77 B73 1989 
Cameron, A.  The Later Roman Empire.  Cambridge, MA, 1993. 
Cornell, T. J.  The Beginnings of Rome.  London, 1995.  DG233 C67 1995 
Le Glay, M., J.-L. Voisin, and Y. Le Bohec. Trans. A. Nevill.  A History of Rome.  London, 1996, c1991.  DG209 

L3613 1996 
Scullard, H. H.  From the Gracchi to Nero.  5th ed.  London, 1982, c1959. DG254 S35 1982 
Wells, C.  The Roman Empire. 2nd ed.  Cambridge, MA, 1992, c1984. DG276 W39 1984 
Art and Architecture 
Buitron-Oliver, D.  The Interpretation of Architectural Sculpture in Greece and Rome.  Yale University Press. 
Torelli, Mario.  Typology & Structure of Roman Historical Reliefs.  University of Michigan Press. 
MacDonald, W.  Architecture of the Roman Empire.  2 Volumes.  Yale University Press, 1982 and 1988. 
Sear, Frank.  Roman Architecture.  Cornell University Press, 1983. 
Brendel, Otto.  Etruscan Art.  Yale University Press. 
Kleiner, Diana.  Roman Sculpture.  Yale University Press, 1994. 
Hartt, F.  History of Italian Renaissance Art.  H. A. Abrams, Inc., 1995. 
Luchs, A.  The World of the Florentine Renaissance Artists.  Princeton University Press, 1980. 



50% Requirements Fall 2008:  These requirements are in place (1) to enhance your experience in Italy by 
preparing you for what you will see; (2) to enable our visit to Italy to be a fascinating amble through history and 
not a mad dash for academic credit; and (3) to allow you to be fully finished with the coursework when you get 
on the plane in Rome to come home. 
 
We know that you have a full load, and this syllabus is not the perfect solution.  It is, however, our best effort 
to balance the demands of studying in Italy with the realities of an academic semester (and it’s extra work for 
us, too).  We are letting you know now so you can work the meetings and the limited coursework into your fall 
schedule (and you can even read ahead in the summer). 
 
15% Academic Meetings: We will have five meetings over the course of the Fall 2008 semester to prepare you for 

the wondrous classroom you will walk through in Rome.  These meetings will introduce the vocabulary of 
Roman history and will model topographical and historical discourse. 

× Monday, August 25, 3:30-4:30: TRAVEL PLANNING 

 Monday, September 15, 3:30-4:30 

 Monday, September 29, 3:30-4:30 

 Monday, October 13, 3:30-4:30 

 Monday, October 27, 3:30-4:30 

 Monday November 10, 3:30-4:30 

× Monday, December 1, 3:30-4:30: BUON VIAGGIO 

10% Preliminary Essays: You will write two brief (1 page) essays that provide an historical or artistic 
interpretation of two different aspects of Rome.  These essays are due at the academic meetings. 

 Essay 1: Due Monday, September 29, 3:30pm 

 Essay 2: Due Monday, October 27, 3:30pm 

10% Reading Quizzes: During the fall, you will have brief quizzes posted on WebCT that examine your readings.  
The quizzes will be generally self-paced, and you will have three chances at each quiz. 

 Monday October 13: Quizzes available on WebCT 

 Monday December 1: Quizzes must be completed 

 Quizzes may be taken whenever you like 

 Quizzes have a specified time limit 

 3 attempts allowed per quiz 

15 % Oral Report: You will produce a written, footnoted version (7-10 pages) of the Oral Report that you will 
deliver in Italy. 

 5-page First Draft: Due Monday, November 10, 3:30 

 7-10 Final Draft: Due Monday, December 1, 3:30 



50% Requirements January 3-20, 2009: 
 
15% Academic Journal: 

10 Interpretations: Students will select an artifact or monument on each of our daily visits, nine in all, and 
write a brief interpretation of the item’s historical and cultural significance. 

5 Discoveries: Students will have the afternoons free, and will be expected on five afternoons to discover 
treasures not included on our itinerary.  Students will write historical and cultural interpretations of 
these discoveries. 

 
10 % Oral Report: Students will present a 10 minute report, prepared in the fall at Samford, interpreting an 

artifact or monument for the class.  The report will delivered on site in front of the item being discussed. 
 
10% Final Portfolio: Students will assemble a portfolio of images and interpretive writing based on their 

academic journal and the topic of their report.  The portfolio will provide a visible record of the analysis 
which places the report topic within the broader historical and artistic framework of the Eternal City. 

 
15% Final Exam: The exam will assess student competence in analyzing the historical, artistic and cultural 

significance of the physical remains of Rome.  It will draw on material encountered via visits, lectures, 
readings and reports. 

 

Grading: 
93-100 A Excellent 
90-92 A- Just About Excellent 
88-89 B+ Very Good 
83-87 B Good 
80-82 B- Just About Good 

78-79 C+ More Satisfactory 
73-77 C Satisfactory 
70-72 C- Less Satisfactory 
60-69 D Passing 
0-59 F Unsatisfactory 


