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Dear Valued Alumni, 

We are honored to have you join the ranks as an ambassador for Samford. We believe 
that the Samford experience is unparalleled among private Christian universities, and we 
know you understand that Samford is truly a special place. It is a place where students 
are safe, can grow and be challenged and develop skills to impact the world. As you 
advocate for Samford in your circle of influence and beyond, we hope this guide will help 
you answer questions and be a great resource. We have more resources available to you 
at samford.edu/go/recruit. 

We look forward to you joining us in the pursuit to educate with strength and purpose in 
the beautiful, thriving city of Birmingham. 

Sincerely,
Jason E. Black
Dean of Admission
Samford University

Thank you!



OUR MISSION
Mission of Samford University 

Core Values

The mission of Samford University is to nurture persons in their development of intellect, creativity, 
faith and personhood. As a Christian university, the community fosters academic, career and ethical 
competency while encouraging social and civic responsibility and service to others.

The Samford community values lifelong:

• Belief in God, the Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord
• Engagement with the life and teachings of Jesus
• Learning and responsible freedom of inquiry
• Personal empowerment, accountability and responsibility
• Vocational success and civic engagement
• Spiritual growth and cultivation of physical well-being
• Integrity, honesty and justice
• Appreciation for diverse cultures and convictions
• Stewardship of all resources
• Service to God, to family, to one another and to the community

Vision of Samford University 
Anchored in Christian understanding, Samford University will be a diverse community, stressing vigorous 
learning and personal faith, in the Baptist tradition. Within that commonality, the community will be 
innovative in teaching, learning and research; sensitive to global issues; aggressive in self-assessment and 
continuous improvement. Faithful to its mission, Samford will be known and acknowledged worldwide by 
holding to its core values. The world will be better for it.



What are you looking for in a college?

Some major selling points of Samford are: small class size, Birmingham, beautiful campus, faith aspect, ability 
to get very involved. Try to gage what the student is interested in and explain what Samford has to offer.

Behind every great process is a strong team. 
RECRUITING 

Prospective Student Events

Off-campus events are a great way to spread the word about Samford, and we have around 40 of them 
in the fall! We send staff members, current students and alumni to these events so they can connect with 
interested families and talk to them about Samford. 

College Fairs/School Visits
Samford travels across the country in the fall and spring attending college fairs and visiting some of the 
best high schools in the nation. Colleges (including Samford) set up booths and tables in big rooms with 
collateral promoting their institution. This both facilitates conversation and provides the student with 
helpful information as they leave. 

Personal Touch

Samford prides itself in the art of the personal touch. From our visit process to the many counselor phone 
calls, we strive to make a personal connection point at every turn. We believe students respond well to 
this in that they feel cared for, thought of and more than a number.

Mission of Samford Admission

Philosophy of Samford Admission

The mission of the Office of Admission is to identify, guide and recruit qualified prospective students. We 
do this by establishing a personal relationship with the student and his or her family, thus allowing for an 
honest evaluation of the student’s fit at Samford. This results in the enrollment of students who will be 
equipped to achieve his or her highest level of potential and personal development at Samford.

Above all, we strive to add a personal touch to the admission process by treating each student and parent 
as an individual, not as a number. We take pride in showcasing the Samford experience while also striving 
to achieve the greater enrollment goals of the university.



White Cards 

Campus Visits

White Cards are the primary way we connect with students at off-campus events. Your goal is to get 
students interested in Samford to fill out a card so we are able to connect with them in the future. You will 
give these cards back to your recruiter contact in our office after an event.

Campus visits are the best way to experience the Samford community firsthand. Encourage students to 
go to samford.edu/visit or call 205-726-3673 to schedule a tour. Students may choose to personalize 
their visit schedule by sitting in on a class, making a faculty appointment or meeting with their admission 
counselor. 
Please keep in mind that our office needs at least one week prior notice to personalize a visit.

Senior Preview Days are another great way to experience Samford’s community. Students are able to 
explore campus with tour guides, talk with students and faculty in their academic interest area and meet 
other prospective students as they envision life at Samford. We also have a Junior Preview Day every 
spring. 

  2018 Fall Senior Preview Days:
  September 15
  October 13
  November 10

YOUR GOAL
Create relationships. We couldn’t do this without you.



Competitive Application Materials

Applications
While your goal isn’t to get a student to apply on the spot, it is important for individuals to understand 
the application process. Samford accepts the Samford and Common Application with a $40 application 
fee. Encourage students to visit samford.edu/apply for more information. 

Essay
The student’s essay should be 250 words minimum (one to two pages preferred). Students who apply 
via the Common Application do not need to submit an additional essay.

High School Transcripts
Official high school transcripts should be sent directly from student’s school. We will accept transcripts 
electronically via E-script and Docufide.

Academic Recommendation
An academic letter of recommendation should come from a guidance counselor or teacher.

Official Test Scores
Samford currently superscores both the ACT and SAT for admission. However, we only superscore the 
SAT for scholarship eligibility. 

Because Samford’s admission and scholarship process is holistic, we do not have set minimum scores for 
admission or scholarships. However, our middle 50% scores are 23-29 for the ACT, 1080-1320 (Math + 
Reading) for the SAT. Please contact the testing agency to have your ACT and/or SAT scores sent directly 
to Samford. 

Samford’s Code: ACT: 0016 SAT: 1302

YOUR GOAL
Create relationships. We couldn’t do this without you.



What are your GPA and test score requirements? 
We do not have set minimum requirements for admission at Samford. Our committees evaluate applications 
holistically and look for students that are involved in their communities, churches and schools. Historically, our 
middle 50% scores are 23-29 for the ACT, 1080-1320 (Math + Reading) for the SAT. 

Rolling Admission? 
Our first round of admission notifications are released by mid-November. All students who submit competitive 
materials for admission by the end of October will receive notification. Typically, if students submit their 
application by the end of November, they will hear back by mid-December. If they apply in December, they’ll hear 
back in mid-January and so on.

Athletics: teams, classification, conference, success?
The Samford Bulldogs compete in 17 NCAA Division I sports as members of the tradition-rich Southern 
Conference. The Bulldogs have won 34 championships since joining in 2008 & have the #1 graduation rate in the 
SoCon.

Class size, teaching assistants, etc.?
Our average class size is 19 students with a 13:1 student-to-faculty ratio. None of our classes are taught by grad 
assistants — they are all taught by a professor. Our faculty members are preeminent scholars with real-world 
experience. They have the credentials to lead a company, research hospital or school system. However, their 
passion is to mentor the students as the next generation of leaders.

Does Samford take the Common App?
Yes! We also have our own application online, however Samford does not have a preference and defers to the 
preference of the applicant.

Am I eligible for scholarships? How much? 
Our first scholarship deadline is December 1st. Meeting that deadline puts you in a great spot for scholarship 
consideration at Samford. We do not have a chart or graph that correlates test score and GPA with scholarship 
dollar amount. Our committees hope to look at your leadership skills, involvement, grades, test score and many 
other components when making scholarship decisions. The last opportunity for scholarships is February 15.

QUESTIONS?
Our answers.



Dual Enrollment
Dual enrollment courses are college classes taken in high school which might satisfy high school requirements 
and also earn college credit. Incoming freshmen may transfer up to 12 hours of dual enrollment credits that 
satisfy high school requirements. Additional dual enrollment courses that are not needed to satisfy high school 
requirements, and are taken above and beyond high school requirements, may be considered beyond the initial 12 
credits, but not to exceed the maximum of 30 credits allowed. Dual enrollment courses require a minimum grade 
of B- or higher to be accepted for credit.

AP Score Requirements 
Samford typically accepts 4’s and 5’s but check our AP Score table for more details: samford.edu/departments/
files/Registrar/table-APcredit.pdf.

Do faculty sign statements of faith?
Faculty members are not required to sign a statement of faith. As a Christian University, most faculty and staff 
members are drawn to Samford because of the way we do not compromise our faith.

Chapel/Faith Requirements 
Samford’s Convocation program encourages students to develop both spiritually and academically by providing 
a variety of programs that seek to integrate faith and learning from a distinctively Christian perspective. As a 
graduation requirement for all undergraduate students, Convocation reinforces Samford’s identity as a Christ-
centered university that nurtures persons “for God, for learning, forever.” Convocation programs do not attempt 
to coerce students to worship or embrace a particular set of beliefs. Rather, programs expose students to many 
perspectives, challenging them to think carefully about matters of faith and learning so that they may act 
responsibly in the world. Undergraduate students are required to complete 60 Convocation credits in order to 
graduate.

If I am not a Christian, will I feel out of place? 
We welcome all students to Samford regardless of religious affiliation. 

What do students do for fun? 
With over 110 different student organizations, it won’t be a question of where can I get involved on campus 
but where can’t I! That paired with music festivals, restaurant openings, shopping, mountain biking and hiking, 
Birmingham is a great place to call home for the next four years.

Do you have engineering at Samford?
Samford offers an engineering physics major and a 5-year dual degree engineering program that partners with 
other institutions.

QUESTIONS?
Our answers.



What are you looking for in a college?

Some major selling points of Samford are: small class size, Birmingham, beautiful campus, faith aspect, ability 
to get very involved. Try to gage what the student is interested in and explain what Samford has to offer.

What do you know about Samford? Have you visited?

Feel free to lead into a conversation about the city of Birmingham. Birmingham is a city full of life, a 
thriving food scene and tons of nature preserves. Campus is just 10 minutes from downtown, providing 
safety in the suburbs but exploration just down the road. 

Behind every great recruit is a great relationship. 
What are you interested in studying and why?

It’s said that a person’s favorite topic of conversation is themselves. Take interest in their area of study 
and encourage them to imagine how Samford could assist in growing their skill. 

DIALOGUE

What are you looking for in a college?

Samford is a smaller school with everything that a large school has to offer. Some major selling points of 
Samford are: small class sizes, Birmingham, beautiful campus, faith and the ability to get very involved. 
Try to gage what the student is interested in and explain what Samford has to offer.



• Cell phone and charger 

• Business cards (pack more than you think!)

• Name tag

• Calendar with travel dates listed 

• Travel organizer (should include college fair details, directions & schedule)

• Counselor gifts for luncheons, etc.

• Something to help you organize your receipts 

• Attire (you should be the BEST DRESSED person at your college fairs and events) 

• Info Cards (white cards)

• Posters and pennants

• Panoramic Samford Display

• Pens

• Road Piece 

• Scholarship Piece

• Campus Visit Postcards

• Preview Day Postcards 

• Pop-ups 

• Tablecloth 

• Rubber bands & white card cover sheets 

• Other pieces (sports schedule, pom poms, 
etc., as available) 

PACKING LIST

MATERIALS

TIPS 
• Be early. Give yourself time to set up your table how you like and connect with the people at tables 

next to you. 
• Check-in with the host and get anything you need for set up. 
• Wear your name tag, dress in professional attire and ensure to wear comfortable shoes. 
• Reference the website or samford.edu/go/contact whenever you don’t know an answer to a 

question. Feel free to point them back to their admission counselor. 
• Ensure you keep the admission process confidential. 
• Clean up your area when you finish. Please be respectful of the host and the space you occupied. 
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