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LAW 769 1  
Advanced Legal Technology 
(1 credit hour) 
Grace Simms 
This course is designed to be a complementary offering to Technology for the Practice of Law (*not a 

prerequisite).  Although Technology for the Practice of Law is targeted primarily for law students who 

plan to open a solo practice or to practice in a small firm, Advanced Legal Technology will be useful to 

students regardless of their practice environment.  Advanced Legal Technology builds on the 

introduction and overview of resources covered in Technology for the Practice of Law and shifts the 

focus to how those systems actually work in practice.  The course will employ a hands-on approach to 

different practice management software and to several of the new or emerging software systems and 

technologies that are disrupting the traditional law firm model.  Students will be introduced to and use a 

different vendor offering each week in order to gain an understanding of the range of opportunities 

within platforms.    

Course Objectives: 
Students will learn how to navigate through practice management software 
Students will learn the advantages and disadvantages of different legal software and technologies 
Students will have the resources necessary to make decisions on the purchase, implementation and use 
of legal software and  technology 
Students will have an array of tools designed to facilitate the development of a successful legal practice 
 
LAW 614 1 (R optional) 
AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY  
(3 credit hours) 
Professor Ross 
The interpretation of the U.S. Constitution is intricately intertwined with the history of the nation. 
Political, social, economic, and cultural events have decisively influenced judicial construction of the 
Constitution. The decisions of the courts, in turn, have had a vast impact upon the political, social, 
economic, and cultural development of the United States. 
 
This course will examine the relationship between the historical development of constitutional 
interpretation and the broader history of the United States. The course will proceed chronologically. The 
first session will explore the events that led to the adoption and ratification of the Constitution. 
Subsequent classes will address the following topics: the early history of the Constitution; the influence of 
the Marshall Court on federalism, separation of powers, judicial power, and property rights; the Taney 
Court era, with emphasis on the regulatory powers of the states and issues relating to slavery; the impact 
of the Civil War and Reconstruction; the emergence of social and economic regulatory legislation during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and rise of economic due process; the Progressive era; 
the impact of the First World War; the Great Depression, the New Deal, and the demise of economic due 
process; and the emergence of the Supreme Court's modern role as a guardian of non-economic personal 
liberties, particularly with reference to race and the nationalization of the Bill of Rights in the decisions of 
the Hughes and Warren Courts. 
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The textbooks will be Melvin I Urofsky and Paul Finkelman's A March of Liberty: A Constitutional History 
of the United States (Oxford University Press) (two volumes) and Kermit L. Hall, William M. Wiecek and 
Paul Finkelman, American Legal History: Cases and Materials (Oxford University Press). These volumes 
are available for inspection in the Cumberland library and in the instructor's office. These are textbooks 
rather than casebooks and contain mostly narrative rather than case excerpts. The instructor will 
distribute a list of other books that he recommends for supplemental reading. 
 
The principal format of the course will be lecture, and voluntary class participation will be encouraged. 
  
An examination will be required. Students will have the option of writing a paper for fifty percent of the 
grade. Students who elect to write a paper may use, but are not required to use, the paper in fulfillment 
of their writing requirement. 
The instructor will distribute a sample examination. 
The instructor will be pleased to answer any questions about the course. 
 
LAW 798 ALPP - American Law, Procedure, and Practice: A Course for Third Year Law Students 
(3 Credit Hours)  
Professor Hogewood 
This course provides third year law students the opportunity to review selected areas of substantive law 
and civil and criminal procedure that are tested heavily on bar exams.   Members of the class will study 
actual bar review materials on those subjects in the same intensive way in which they will prepare for 
the actual bar exam.  Then they will take practice bar exam exercises on the subjects they have studied.  
The practice exercises will follow the multiple choice question format of the Multistate Bar Exam (MBE) 
and the essay question format of the Multistate Essay Exam (MEE).  (Because of time constraints, 
students in the course will not generally do Model Professional Test (MPT) exercises).   Throughout the 
semester students will self-assess their performance on these exercises, using analyses of and 
annotations to the exercise which are made available to them (and reporting to me on how they are 
doing). 
There will be a final, graded exam.  
    
But the weekly self-administered, self-assessed exercises will carry a substantial weight in the final 
grade, with full grades given for good faith submissions on a participatory basis.    
  
Indeed the skills and knowledge developed in the weekly self-administered, self-assessed participatory 
exercises should equip students to do well on the final graded test.   
 
More importantly, those exercises, coupled with the review of substantive law preceding the exercises, 
should equip the student to do well on their state’s bar exam.   
 
This is particularly true of those who take the bar exam in a Uniform Bar Exam (UBE) state, such as 
Alabama, on “general law” as tested on the UBE (rather than state-specific law).  
  
But even for students who plan to take the bar exam in a non-UBE state (such as Florida or Tennessee, 
which have state-specific essay components but do use the standard MBE multiple choice questions) the 
course allows them to develop their test taking skills.   
 
Enrollment is restricted to third-year students.   The course is especially urged for students who have 
received lower level grades in law school – under a 3.0 1L cumulative GPA. 
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I would be glad to discuss the course with anyone interested.   
My office is M10 (in the Mezzanine above the Great Room) and my email is ldhogewo@samford.edu. 
 
LAW 799 1 
Art of Persuasion  
(2 credit hours) 
Professor McInerney 
Students learn tips and techniques used in theater, journalism and public speaking to turn their trial 
advocacy into a command performance.  Students will rehearse and perform monologues and 
courtroom scenes from theatrical classics such as To Kill a Mockingbird and Inherit the Wind and in 
doing so learn the impact of body language, body placement and voice on the message they are 
conveying.  The class is not contemplated to overlap with or substitute for Basic or Advanced Trial 
Advocacy courses, and the class does not use legal case studies.  The objective of the course is to 
enhance the students’ courtroom presence through increased awareness and command of their bodies 
and voices as the instruments of advocacy.  Skills learned in this class will be transferable to other 
environments such as new business presentations, client meetings, and negotiations, however the 
primary focus will be as a tool for trial advocacy.    
 
Law 679 1 
Business Crimes 
(2 credit hours)  
Jack Sharman 
This course addresses practical aspects of the investigation, prosecution, and defense of federal 
business crime. Topics include mens rea, the grand jury, perjury and false statements, mail and wire 
fraud, obstruction, conspiracy, public corruption, the Fifth Amendment, sentencing guidelines and plea 
bargaining, cooperation, and parallel proceedings. Texts are Julie R. O’Sullivan, FEDERAL WHITE COLLAR 
CRIME (8th ed. 2021) and Eugene Soltes, Why They Do It: Inside the Mind of the White-Collar Criminal. 
 
Law 799 CL 
Cannabis and the Law  
(2 credit hours) 
Whitt Steineker and Jay Wright 
The cannabis industry in the United States has developed within the context of conflicting federal and 
state laws.  While a number of states and municipalities have adopted laws purporting to legalize or 
decriminalize various medical or recreational uses for cannabis, cannabis remains illegal as a Schedule I 
controlled substance in the United States.  How can these two things be squared?  What does it mean 
for those wishing to enter the cannabis industry and those not in the industry who nonetheless must 
increasingly encounter cannabis-related questions. Are there ethical limitations to the extent to which 
attorneys can advise and/or assist cannabis operators? And what about the recent explosion of hemp 
and hemp-derived products? 
We will examine these questions and others increasingly facing attorneys as cannabis becomes more 
common in the United States. 
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Law 705 
Capital Defense Clinic  
(4 credit hours) 
Sammie Shaw 
Pre-Requisite: Professor approval required, apply with statement of interest and current CV at 
clinics@samford.edu. This clinical course is taught with the Jefferson County Public Defender’s Office, a 
state agency that represents indigent defendants in capital and non-capital cases at trial and on direct 
appeal. Students will assist public defenders on a variety of legal issues facing persons charged with 
capital murder or already convicted of capital murder. In the Capital Defense Clinic, students will assist 
the public defenders in a capital case with tasks including research, case management, client and 
witness interviewing, investigation, hearings, pleas, jury selection, trial, and sentencing. The course has a 
classroom component of law and procedure and legal writing and a fieldwork component. Students will 
be supervised by the professors and attorneys in the office. Students are requested to have no other 
daytime employment during this clinic. This court is limited to 8 students. Students with a third year 
practice card may appear in court. Students may repeat this course for 2 credits. 
 
Law 707 
Criminal Appeals Clinic  
(4 credit hours) 
Alisha L. McKay 
Pre-Requisite: Professor approval required, apply with statement of interest and current CV at 
clinics@samford.edu. This course combines advanced criminal defense appellate advocacy skills and 
practical experience with real clients. In the Jefferson County Public Defender’s Criminal Appeals Clinic, 
students will assist public defenders in representing indigent persons in Alabama’s appellate courts. The 
clinic will provide classroom instruction on criminal appellate practice, including the review of trial 
documents, exhibits, and transcripts; development of the facts of the case; evaluation of the issues and 
research of legal arguments; instruction in the “fact-centered” method of brief-writing; and the 
presentation of oral arguments. The coursework component requires students to attend a weekly 
seminar focusing on Alabama criminal appellate substantive and procedural law and practice. Students 
are requested to have no other daytime employment during this clinic. This course is limited to 8 
students. Students with a third year practice card may appear in court. Students may repeat this course 
for 2 credits. 
 
Law 702   
Cumberland Innocence Clinic  
(4 credit hours) 
Professor Davis and Leslie Coyne 
This course focuses on the law and practice of challenging wrongful convictions cases in Alabama, but 
the Innocence Clinic is as much about working on actual cases as it is about the theory of wrongful 
convictions. Teams of students will be assigned a potential wrongful conviction case. These cases need 
review and investigation to determine whether the claim of innocence is factually and legally viable. To 
the extent possible, students may select case projects based upon your talents and interests. Some of 
our clinic work will be staggered, so please be flexible. We will be clear with deadlines, but we also 
expect students to make this work a priority whether we can plan ahead or whether we are taken by 
surprise. This course is limited to 8 students. Students may repeat this course for 2 credits. 
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Law 799 1CR 
Cybercrime  
(2 credit hours) 
Professor Davis 
Cybercrime covers the statutes and procedures used to define, investigate, and prosecute computer-
related crimes in the United States. Cybercrime, as one author explains it, is “human-centered crime 
committed in a digital environment.” In other words, the class applies existing criminal procedure and 
criminal laws to the digital environment, as many of the crimes involved would be criminal if committed 
as street crimes. The course coverage divides into (1) substantive criminal law, which considers the 
scope and structure of the criminal laws relating to computer crime and (2) criminal procedure, which 
examines the nature and function of the privacy laws that regulate law enforcement investigations of 
computer-related crime. 
 
LAW 799 1R 
Elder Law  
(2 credit hours) 
Professor DiRusso  
Elder Law is a student-led seminar-style course designed to develop communication skills within the 
context of elder law studies.  Elder Law is a client-oriented practice area that covers a wide array of 
topics to meet the needs of older clients.  Topics include age-related employment discrimination, 
surrogate decision-making, guardianship, social security, Medicare, Medicaid, elder abuse and neglect, 
and nursing home regulation.  Students will take turns presenting material and leading class discussions 
to work on oral communication skills.  Students will also complete multiple interim writing assignments 
and a final paper to develop written communication skills.  Because of the team orientation of the 
seminar approach, students should not take this class unless committed to come to each class prepared.  
This is not a show-up-and-listen class; active engagement and communication is necessary to succeed. 
 
LAW 799 POL 
Election Law and Public Policy  
(2 credit hours) 
Professor McCurley 
A course designed to give students a vocabulary and understanding that will enable them to better 
ensure democracy by evaluating election laws, regulations, public policy, and legal decisions. Students 
develop a persuasiveness to their arguments about fair elections. Perhaps most important, interact not 
only with other lawyers, but also with national and state public officials, experts, and professionals in 
government who create a public policy assure the “Rule of Law” continues. On November 8, 2022, 34 
U.S. Senate seats, 435 U.S. House of Representative seats, plus 88 of the country's 99 state legislative 
chambers will hold regularly scheduled elections. Elections in those 88 chambers represent 6,166 of the 
country's 7,383 state legislative seats (84%). Alabama will hold elections for both federal and state 
offices. Through relevant readings, interviews with those in the election process mixed with case 
studies, we will cover such topics as Voting Rights, the state and national legislative process assuring 
voting rights or creating barriers. The class will analyze state’s voting laws, new national voting acts and 
Supreme Court cases and resulting implementation. (Book: Alabama Election Handbook, (online) 
Cases and statutes will be supplied.) 
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LAW 799 1RD 
Equitable Remedies 
(2 credit hours) 
Professor Martin 
This two-hour seminar course addresses the various equitable remedies that are available to litigants as 
an alternative to the legal remedy of money damages. Individual topics addressed in this course include 
a discussion of the origin and history of equitable remedies and the “maxims” of equity, as well as an 
examination of the most common types of equitable remedies such as injunctive relief, specific 
performance, restitution, rescission, in addition to a number of other specialized equitable remedies and 
defenses. When designated as an “R” course, students in this course (in lieu of a final examination) are 
required to produce a paper in fulfillment of the law school “writing” requirement. 
 
LAW 660 1 
Federal Courts-Civil  
(3 credit hours) 
Judge Newsom 
The course will explore the role of the federal courts in the constitutional system of the United 
States.  We will examine federal-court authority vis-à-vis the other branches – Congress and the 
President – as well as the States and their courts.  The class draws – and expands – on concepts from 
constitutional law, civil procedure, administrative law, and statutory interpretation.   
 
 
LAW 799 1C (R optional) 
Health Care Fraud and Abuse  
(2 credit hours) 
Professor Dike-Minor 
Health care spending in the United States reached $3.8 trillion in 2019, accounting for 17.7% of the gross 
domestic product. Government officials estimate that up to ten percent of this spending as due to fraud, 
waste, or abuse. In fiscal year 2019, the federal government obtained $2.6 billion in just civil False 
Claims Act health care fraud and abuse judgments and settlements, and in fiscal year 2020, $1.8 billion.  
As one of the most highly regulated industries in the United States, health care entities are required to 
comply with numerous statutes and regulations, including those related to fraud and abuse. These laws 
are increasingly complex, thereby exposing health care entities to liability for non-compliance.  Thus, 
individuals involved in the administration and delivery of health care and lawyers who wish to practice 
health law must be well-versed in the laws and regulations that govern health care fraud, abuse, and 
compliance, as well as the strategies health care entities employ to address these concerns.  In this 
course, students will explore the major federal civil, administrative, and criminal laws that have been 
used to combat health care fraud and abuse. These laws include the False Claims Act, the Anti-Kickback 
Statute, the Physician Self-Referral Law, the Civil Monetary Penalties Law, and the Criminal Health Care 
Fraud Statute.  Related compliance strategies and the practical compliance issues faced by health care 
providers will also be covered, including the seven elements of effective compliance programs. 
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LAW 777 1  
Mergers & Acquisitions  
(2 credit hours) 
Steve Leara 
This course is offered to introduce upper-level law students to the practical aspects of transactional 
lawyering.  The intent is to spend the semester analyzing a “deal”; starting from the “dating” phase – the 
preliminary discussions between the principals of two organizations, progressing through the 
“courtship” phase – the negotiation of a letter of intent, onto the “betrothal” phase – the execution of 
the purchase/merger agreement and performance of due diligence, and culminating with the 
“honeymoon” phase – the post-closing experiences and price-adjusting events. 
 
The course should be reserved for second- and third-year students who have already studied (or 
concurrently enrolled in) contracts, property, UCC (especially secured transactions), business 
organizations, tax (even though the course will only dabble slightly in the areas of corporate and 
securities taxation), and Constitutional law.  Although the following suggested courses need not be 
prerequisites, students will be more prepared for the class and understand certain nuances that cannot 
be fully explained in great detail during the course of the semester if they have already been exposed to, 
or are currently studying: bankruptcy, antitrust, securities, corporate finance, banking and conflict of 
laws. 
 
What is the real purpose of this course and what does it accomplish?  Simply put, to enhance students 
understanding of complex business transactions.  The course covers a variety of substantive areas for 
which the students have already studied; this course will give them some practical insight as to how 
these areas mesh together, with the focus on how each side in a transaction is concerned about 
separate and distinct needs.  Regardless of what area of law they eventually gravitate towards, every 
lawyer is exposed to a business transaction of some sort in their work experience.  They will learn that, 
more often than not, the differences between the mega-merger and the local, closely held business 
merger are relatively small in scope. 
 
We use a textbook authorized by Professor Williams J. Carney of Emory Law School, entitled Cases and 
Materials on Mergers and Acquisitions.  Professor Carney’s text uses cases intermixed with examples of 
negotiated documents and provides great insight as to what level of detail is required for the negotiated 
transaction and how important battle lines are drawn/develop over the assignment of various risks 
between the parties in transactions. 
 
Finally, Cumberland offers this class to help nurture and cultivate quality transactional skills for its 
graduates.   The legal profession is better served with more, competent transactional lawyers with some 
idea of what to do, as opposed to the “business” lawyer who tries to learn on the job or via an LLM 
program.   
 
LAW 801 1E 
NEGOTIATION  
(3 credit hours) 
Brian Turner 
This class is based on the following approaches to Negotiation that will be provided during the semester: 
  
Communicate theoretical insights and conceptual models of the negotiation process; 
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Give students an opportunity to apply these concepts to unfamiliar situations and to their personal 
negotiating experiences to deepen their understanding of the material; and  
  
Use simulations to provide students an opportunity to apply the concepts in an actual, interactive 
negotiation situation, both to reinforce their understanding and to allow an opportunity to develop an 
informed but personal approach to negotiating.   
  
By the end of the course, students will be able to view the negotiation process through a variety of 
conceptual frameworks to help them develop a deeper understanding of how negotiation actually 
works.  By acquiring and applying cognitive knowledge and behavioral competence, students will be able 
to become savvy attorney-negotiators by understanding: 
  
A.  The Nature of the Differences or Conflict to be Resolved: 
      Evaluate the different ways conflict functions in negotiations 
      Recognize the role lawyers have in creating constructive or destructive outcomes to conflict 
B.  The Psychology of Negotiation: 
      Consider the role of perceptions in the negotiation process 
      Explore the emotional dimensions and psychological traps in negotiation 
C.  The Contrasting Styles of Bargaining: 
      Compare the advantages and disadvantages of using competitive or cooperative bargaining  
      styles 
      Choose the appropriate bargaining style based on the context of the negotiation 
 
LAW 615 1 
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS  
(2 credit hours) 
Professor McCurley 
A course for those who expect to be practicing lawyers. The course encompasses, deeds, easements, 
landlord-tenant law, transfers by business entities, land passed by generations through estates and 
protected persons.  A very practical course that will touch on all aspects of real estate practice, loan 
closings, mortgages foreclosures and redemption.  Students will draft and analyze documents for 
conveyancing. 
The Course book is Alabama Real Estate Handbook-Land Laws of Alabama now in its 10th ed. (December 
2020) written by Bob McCurley published by LexisNexis.  
 
LAW 799 TM 
TRADEMARK 
(2 credit hours) 
India Vincent 
This course will cover the fundamentals of U.S. Trademark Law in the context of a lawyer practicing 
trademark law.  Topics covered will include the subject matter of trademarks, establishing rights in 
trademarks, strength and types of trademarks, common law trademarks, state and federal registrations 
of trademarks, likelihood of confusion, priority, clearance efforts, licensing, enforcement, and defenses 
to infringement claims. The course will look at strategies for developing, maintaining, and enforcing a 
valuable trademark portfolio as well as the process of counseling clients on these same topics.   
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Law 706 1E 
VETERANS CLINIC  
(4 credit hours) 
Judge Carroll and Wilson Meyers 
The Veterans Legal Assistance Clinic will teach students to assist veterans and their families in a variety 
of civil and administrative, litigation and non-litigation matters, including credit and related financial 
matters, housing, family law including uncontested divorces, expunging criminal convictions, and wills. 
Students will attend class and under attorney supervision, handle weekly out-of-class casework. The 
clinic involves client interviews and significant client contact and problem solving in a wide-variety of 
legal areas. Students will do opening and closing memos, legal research on a wide variety of client 
problems and draft letters and pleadings. Students with a third year practice card may appear in court. 
 
 
 
 


