
“Through its winning 
traditions and great coaching, 
Cumberland’s National Trial Team provided 
me with the skill set necessary to be a 
successful law student and succeed as a 
practicing attorney. When I first arrived at 
Cumberland, I had no interest in entering 
a courtroom and planned to focus solely on transactional law. 
But, after being a member of the national trial team, I cannot 
imagine practicing law without litigating. Cumberland’s trial team 
enhanced my law school experience and gave me valuable tools 
to succeed in the future.” 
–Denzell Moton ’19

Cumberland’s trial advocacy 
program has been consistently ranked as one of the 
top advocacy programs in the country. We teach 
students the art and science of advocacy and train 
aspiring lawyers to think strategically and tactically, 
in and out of the courtroom. Our program produces 
lawyers who are practice-ready. Most importantly, 
our program produces lawyers who are ethical, 
effective advocates who excel in representing their 
clients and who make substantial and important 
contributions to their communities. 
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2018-19 HIGHLIGHTS
Battle of the Experts Trial Competition, Winner and Best Advocate

Top Gun National Trial Competition, Finalist
National Trial Competition Regional, Finalist

CKP Cup Moot Court Competition, Finalist
Capital City Challenge, Finalist and Best Advocate

National Trial Advocacy Tournament, Semi-finalist and Best Cross Examination
AAJ Regional Competition, Semi-finalist

ABA National Appellate Advocacy Competition, Semi-finalist and Best Oralist
National Civil Trial Competition, Fifth Place, Best Cross-Examination, Winner of 

Professionalism Award
Lone Star National Trial Competition, Top Eight

National Appellate Advocacy Competition, Top Eight
Domenick L. Gabrielli National Family Law Moot Court Competition, Top 16
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 “Right out of law school, I had more 
experience in a ‘courtroom’ than all of my peers and 
many of the older lawyers. I was offered an associate 
position at one of the oldest and most well-respected 
plaintiff firms in the country within a year of graduation. 
The partners had the confidence in me to allow me to 
try my first case solo early on in my career. I won the 

case, with a total verdict for all four plaintiffs of over $15 million dollars. I 
then argued that case on appeal in front of the Alabama Supreme Court. 
It was affirmed in its entirety and is the largest damages affirmance in 20 
years. I am consistently the youngest person in the room at depositions, 
hearings and trials. I owe my success to this school.” 
–Ashley Reitz Peinhardt ’10

The Call to Advocate for Others

Certifications 
CERTIFICATE IN TRIAL ADVOCACY  

Students can earn a certificate in trial advocacy, highlighting a student’s 
expertise or area of focus. 

Requirements
Students must earn a “C” or better in the courses listed below and maintain 
at least an average 2.5 GPA. 

• Evidence

• Basic Skills in Trial Advocacy

• Advanced Skills in Trial Advocacy

• Pre-trial Practice and Procedure

• Alternative Dispute Resolution, Negotiation or Mediation

• Scientific Evidence, Advanced Evidence or Digital Evidence 

• Pre-approved Litigation Externship

THIRD-YEAR CERTIFICATION 
Third-year certification allows third-year law students to try real cases under 
the supervision of a licensed attorney. 

Alabama’s Requirements
• Successfully complete 54 semester hours

• Successfully complete first-year courses 

• Successfully complete Basic Skills in Trial Advocacy with a “C” or better  
in the course 

• Registered as a student with the Alabama State Bar and cleared by the 
Committee on Character and Fitness

Skills 
Our trial advocacy training is rooted 
in a variety of doctrinal classes, 
skills-based courses and competition 
teams. From Evidence in the first 
year of law school to the capstone 
Advanced Skills in Trial Advocacy 
course, students have numerous 
opportunities to receive skills training 
in and out of the classroom. Our 
National Trial Team is ranked as one 
of the best in the country. 

Real-world Practice 
Our externship program provides students with the opportunity to enhance 
their trial advocacy skills through real-world practice. Placements include 
prosecutors’ offices, legal services programs, judges’ chambers and numerous 
other positions.


