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Friday, Sept. 7, 2018
8 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Samford University

400B Cooney Hall
Regions Community Resource Room
800 Lakeshore Drive
Birmingham, Alabama 35229

Registration is available at samford.edu/go/HEAL. 

While we are planning to provide walk-up registration, 
seating is limited. We cannot guarantee space will be 
available if you do not register in advance.

Program Tuition:
$50 for in-person participation, which includes lunch 
and conference materials

A complete refund can be obtained for cancellations 
at least 24 hours before the program.

More information about the conference is available at samford.edu/go/HEAL
or by contacting Kim Eckert at 205-726-2914 or keckert@samford.edu.

HEAL Conference2018
Healthcare Ethics and Law Institute 
Samford University’s Center for Faith and Health

The Ethics of 
Access to Care: 
Are We Doing 
Too Much or 
Too Little?

Samford University is an Equal Opportunity Educational Institution/Employer.



Samford’s Center for Faith and Health
The Center for Faith and Health aims to connect the four 
schools within Samford University’s College of Health 
Sciences—School of Health Professions, Ida Moffett School 
of Nursing, McWhorter School of Pharmacy and School of 
Public Health—with the community. The center supports 
the full engagement of the schools, preparing graduates in 
an interprofessional, Christ-centered learning community to 
promote and improve the health and well-being of 
individuals and communities. The College of Health 
Sciences emphasizes healing the body, nurturing the mind 
and inspiring the spirit through rigorous academics, local 
and global service and innovative scholarship.

Faithful to Samford University’s mission, we are known 
worldwide for holding to our core values and beliefs. The 
center seeks to open doors of opportunity for our faculty 
and students through effective, interprofessional 
community partnerships and global involvement. While 
each school maintains academic autonomy with its 
programs, the center seeks to connect and support these 
diverse health professional degree programs in community 
engagement and service-oriented research which touches 
the world.

The center is home to the Healthcare Ethics and Law 
Institute, Congregational Health Ministries, and the 
college’s global engagement initiatives.

Administration
Michael D. Hogue, Pharm.D., FAPhA, FNAP
Associate Dean, Center for Faith and Health, Professor of pharmacy

Kim Eckert
Coordinator Center for Faith and Health

HEAL Fellows
Amy Broeseker, Ph.D., Pharm.D., RN
McWhorter School of Pharmacy

Wilton Bunch, M.D., Ph.D.
Howard College of Arts and Sciences

Thomas S. Huddle, M.D., Ph.D., FACP
Division of General Internal Medicine
University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Medicine

Leonard J. Nelson, J.D., LL.M.
Cumberland School of Law

Nena F. Sanders, Ph.D., RN, FAAN
Vice Provost, College of Health Sciences, Ralph W. Beeson Dean 
and Professor, Ida Moffett School of Nursing

Dennis Sansom, Ph.D.
Howard College of Arts and Sciences

Lori Bateman, Ph.D., RD
Center for Health Disparities Research Scientist at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham’s School of Medicine, Division of 
Preventive Medicine

Dear Colleague:
You are invited to attend the 2018 Conference of Samford University’s Healthcare Ethics and Law Institute (HEAL). This 
conference is designed to help health care professionals, clergy and health system administrators think through today’s most 
pressing health care and law issues and problems through thoughtful presentations and discussions with leading experts. The 
topic for this year’s conference is “The Ethics of Access to Care: Are We Doing Too Little or Too Much?”  

This year’s invited speakers provide national and local perspectives on access to health care: one of the most hotly debated and 
discussed topics of our day. Yet little has been discussed outside of the political realm of the ethical basis of access to care, and 
thus we’ll deal with just that very thing at this year’s conference. Our keynote speaker is Michael K. Gusmano, Ph.D., M.A., who is 
an associate professor of health policy, School of Public Health, Rutgers University, a research scholar at the Hastings Center and 
a visiting fellow at the Rockefeller Institute of Government. The Hastings Center and Dr. Gusmano are recognized nationally for 
their thought-provoking work around the ethics of access to care. Dr. Dennis Sansom, philosopher and ethicist, will kick off the 
conference with a meaningful discussion of the biblical foundations of ethics and caring for the poor, which frame the thought 
process for many institutions and health care professionals. Our second plenary speaker is Mr. Keith Parrott, CEO of Brookwood 
Baptist Health, a joint venture between Tenet Health and the Baptist Health System of Alabama. Mr. Parrott will provide insights 
into the topic from a hospital and health system perspective. 

While the morning of the conference is designed for a national audience, we felt this year the afternoon session should examine 
this topic from a more local and regional approach. We are bringing together a panel of Alabama CEOs of health care 
organizations to share their perspectives on access to care in our communities, followed by what is sure to be a lively question 
and answer session with the audience.

The program schedule with individual presentation titles is enclosed. The conference will be held on Samford’s campus in 
Birmingham; special parking will be available. Please circulate copies of this brochure to invite others who may be interested in 
attending. Of course, more information is available on our website at samford.edu/go/faithandhealth. 

Michael D. Hogue, Pharm.D., FAPhA, FNAP
Associate Dean, Center for Faith and Health
Professor of Pharmacy
College of Health Sciences
Samford University

The Healthcare Ethics and Law (HEAL) Institute was 

created as an interdisciplinary effort within Samford University in 

1999. Its mission is to better support the unique and complex 

relationships between patients and health care providers, the 

individuals who make patient-care decisions, and the institutional 

ethics committees who offer them advice and counsel. In keeping 

with the central mission of Samford University, the institute 

supports patients and health care professionals primarily with 

educational programs. At present, the institute is the only program 

within the university that builds upon the cooperative spirit of 

faculty and fellows from Howard College of Arts and Sciences and 

issue-related professional schools (business, law, nursing, 

pharmacy and divinity).

 The institute was established through a challenge grant from the 

principal benefactor/alumnus of Samford’s pharmacy school, R. 

Clayton McWhorter. McWhorter founded and was chief executive 

officer of HealthTrust Inc., which owned and managed acute care 

facilities. He later founded LifeTrust America (a senior services 

corporation) operated throughout the Southeast.

 McWhorter was a strong champion of clinical ethics in all his 

companies and made the initial challenge grant to create Samford’s 

Healthcare Ethics and Law Institute. A 1955 pharmacy graduate of 

Samford, McWhorter served as chair of the university’s board of 

overseers and was on the McWhorter School of Pharmacy advisory 

board.



Target Audience
Institutional ethics committee members, physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, physical therapists, nurses, 
pharmacists, chaplains, social workers, hospice staff, case managers, clinical educators, quality assurance personnel, risk 
managers, lawyers, health care administrators and others interested in ethical decision making in health care.

Course Objectives
1.  Define and describe proper ethical frameworks   
 for caring for the poor in health care. 

2.  Describe the kinds of “poor.”

3.  Discuss the ethical obligations to take care of the poor.

4.  Describe the main theological reason to care for the   
 poor. 

5.  Assess disparities in access to primary care in the U.S.

6.  Assess disparities in access to specialty care in   
 the U.S.

7.  Evaluate the relationship between public and   
 private insurance and access to health care.

8.  Discuss the challenges faced by health-systems   
 in providing care to under/un-insured persons.

9.  Describe federal and state mandates faced by   
 health-systems in provision of care to under/  
 un-insured persons. 

10. Discuss strategies utilized by health-systems   
 now and in the future to ethically care for    
 underserved populations.

11. Identify approaches currently being utilized to   
 address access to care in Alabama. 

12. Discuss ethical dilemmas which result from    
 federal and state laws and regulations related to   
 patient access to care. 

13. Describe future directions for access to care    
 based upon current social, political and    
 environmental factors. 

Schedule
8–8:15 a.m.  Welcome and Announcements

8:15–9:15 a.m. “Blessed are the Poor: Frameworks for Caring for the Poor”
 Dennis Sansom, Ph.D., Samford University

9:15-10:15 a.m. “The Ethics of Access to Health Care: Evidence from the World Cities Project”
 Michael K. Gusmano, Ph.D., M.A., Hastings Center for Bioethics

10:15-10:30 a.m.  Break

10:30-11:30 a.m.  “Ethics of Access to Care from a Hospital/Health-System Perspective”
 Keith Parrott, CEO, Brookwood Baptist Health 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  Edmund Pellegrino Medal for Healthcare Ethics Award Luncheon

1-1:30 p.m Break

1:30-3:30 p.m.  Ethics of Access to Care: Local Approaches and Consideration, CEO Panel

Accreditation
Medicine
Please note this CME approval is for onsite attendees only.
This activity has been planned and implemented in 
accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies 
of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through the joint providership of the Brookwood 
Baptist Health and the Center for Faith and Health, Samford 
University College of Health Sciences. The Brookwood Baptist 
Health is accredited by the Medical Association of the State 
of Alabama to provide continuing medical education for 
physicians.

Designation Statement:
The Brookwood Baptist Health designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 5 AMA PRA Credits™. Physicians should claim only 
the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation 
in the activity.

Nursing
This conference has been approved for 7.2 Contact Hours 
(ABN). NurCE is an Alabama Board of Nursing approved 
provider of continuing nursing education. (Provider Number: 
ABNP0004, Valid through Dec. 23, 2018). 

Pharmacy
Samford University’s McWhorter School of Pharmacy 
is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education.

This is an ACPE knowledge based program appropriate for 
pharmacists. UAN 0002-9999-18-012-L04-P.

This program provides 5 contact hours (.5 CEUs) if all sessions 
are attended.

Credit will be awarded based on attendance and participation. 
Credit will be uploaded to ACPE through CPE Monitor within 60 
days of attendance; NABP e-Profile ID and date of birth 
(MMDD) are required.

Social Work
This conference has sought approval for hours of continuing 
education from the Alabama State Board of Social Work 
Examiners.

Physical Therapy
One hour of continuing education is defined as 50 minutes of 
engagement in the continuing education. Alabama Physical 
Therapy Board does not preapprove CE providers or sponsors. 
All continuing education offering related to physical therapy 
accepted.

CEO Panelists
Jason Alexander, CEO, St. Vincent’s Health System 

   

Drew Mason, CEO, Grandview Medical Center

Keith Parrot, CEO, Brookwood Baptist Health 
    

Tim Vines, CEO, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama

Mark Wilson, Health Officer, Jefferson County Department of Health

Presenting Sponsors



Dennis L. Sansom, Ph.D., M.A., M.Div.
Dennis Sansom started at Samford in fall 1988 and has been 
chair of the Department of Philosophy since 2000 when it 
was established. He teaches a wide range of classes but 
focuses on ethics, offering courses in Christian ethics, 
philosophical ethics, business ethics, environmental ethics, 
and medical ethics. He primarily emphasizes the foundations 
of ethics, that is, the rational, cultural, and ontological 
conditions in which an ethical argument can be made—such 
philosophers and theologians as Aristotle, St. Augustine, 
Kierkegaard, Kant, Hegel, Wittgenstein and Karl Barth have 
influenced his particular perspectives in ethics.

Michael K. Gusmano, Ph.D.
Michael K. Gusmano is an associate professor in the School of 
Public Health’s Department of Health System and Policy at 
Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey. He is also a 
research scholar at the Hastings Center and a visiting fellow at 
the Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government of the State 
University of New York. His research examines the politics of 
health and social policy.

He codirects the World Cities Project, which compares large 
city health systems across the world. He is the author of 
“Debating Modern Medical Technologies: The Politics of 
Safety, Effectiveness and Patient Access” (with Karen J. 
Maschke; ABC-CLIO/Praeger , 2018), “Health Care in World 
Cities: New York, London and Paris” (with Victor G. Rodwin 
and Daniel Weisz; Johns Hopkins University Press 2010), 
“Healthy Voices/Unhealthy Silence” (with Colleen Grogan; 
Georgetown University Press 2007), “Growing Older in World 
Cities” (with Victor G. Rodwin; Vanderbilt University Press, 
2006) and more than 100 scholarly articles. 

In 1995-97 he was a Robert Wood Johnson Scholar in Health 
Policy Research at Yale University. He serves as the 
international editor of the Journal of Aging and Social Policy, 
associate editor for health economics, policy and law, and is 
on the board of editors of the Journal of Health Politics, Policy 
and Law and the editorial committee of the Hastings Center 
Report. Gusmano received his doctorate in political science 
from the University of Maryland College Park in 1995.

Keith Parrott
Keith Parrott currently serves as CEO of Brookwood Baptist 
Health (BBH), a joint venture between Tenet Health and the 
Baptist Health System of Alabama. BBH operates five hospitals, 
57 health centers and several ambulatory centers. BBH employs 
over 7,000 people, making it one of the largest employers in the 
state of Alabama.

Parrott most recently served as president and CEO of Baptist 
Health System of Alabama, a not-for-profit, 501(c) corporation 
that owned and managed four hospitals, 40 physician practices 
and other related health delivery services in north central 
Alabama. Prior to becoming president/CEO, he served as 
executive vice president and chief operating officer for BHS, 
with oversight of the system’s four hospitals, as well as patient 
experience, marketing, strategic planning and business 
development. He joined BHS in February 2008 as president of 
Princeton Baptist Medical Center. Prior to that, he spent 17 
years with Memorial Hermann Healthcare System in Houston, 
Texas, holding several management positions, including 
assistant vice president for operations at the System’s 
Memorial City and Southwest hospitals; vice president for 
marketing and communications; and CEO of the system’s 
Northwest Hospital.

Parrott graduated from Baylor University with a Bachelor of 
Arts and received his master’s degree in health care 
administration from the University of Houston-Clear Lake 
(UHCL). He is board certified in health care management and is 
a Fellow in the American College of Healthcare Executives. 

Speakers

These speakers have no relevant conflict of interest to disclose and no commercial support.


