Great Texts: 101, 102, 103, 104 

All models must:  • Use four semesters • Be interdisciplinary • Increase student awareness of Western intellectual and cultural traditions

Model A: The Four Semester Spread with Required Core Texts
General Principles:

(1)  Use UCCP categories and expand to four semesters. The first year will cover the material explored in CP 101. The second year will cover material in CP 102, with one exception. The material covered in the Global Village unit of 102 will be addressed in two separate four-hour courses in the third or fourth year of the curriculum.
 
 
(2)  Maintain required core-text focus of Cultural Perspectives.
Required core texts are noted by * and selected for purpose of the model only. Texts not marked by * represent supplemental readings selected at the discretion of instructor. 
First Year





Second Year

Fall: Greece and Rome:




Fall: Reformation to the Enlightenment
*Homer, The Iliad




*Luther, “Treatise on Christian Liberty”
 *Aeschylus, The Oresteia



Teresa of Avila, The Interior Castle
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War

*Galileo, Discoveries and Opinions
*Plato, Republic




*Shakespeare, The Tempest
*Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics



*Descartes, Discourse on Method

Plutarch, Lives





Rousseau, On the Origin of Inequality
Livy, The History of Rome



Locke, Second Treatise on Government
Caesar, The Civil War




Hume, Enquiry Concerning…Morals
Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars



Goethe, Sorrows of Young Werther
*Cicero, On Duties




*Shelley, Frankenstein
*Aurelius, Meditations




*Austen, Pride and Prejudice
Spring: Early Christianity to the Renaissance

Spring: Modernity to Postmodernity
*Augustine, Confessions



*Smith, Wealth of Nations
*Augustine, City of God




Wordsworth, The Prelude
Athanasius, Life of Anthony



*Wollstonecraft, Vindication…
Benedict, Rule of Benedict 



Mill, On Liberty

Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy


*Marx & Engels, Communist Manifesto
Armstrong, Islam: A Short History  


*Darwin, On the Origin of Species
*Qur’an





Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals
* Aquinas, Summa Theologiae (selections) 

Woolf, A Room of One’s Own
* Dante, Inferno




*Sartre, “What is Existentialism?”
Petrarch “Ascent of Mount Ventoux”


Gramsci, The Modern Prince
Pizan, The Book of the City of Ladies


Arendt, On Violence
*Machiavelli, The Prince



Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49
Great Texts: 101, 102, 103, 104

All models must:   • Use four semesters • Be interdisciplinary • Increase student awareness of Western intellectual and cultural traditions

Model B: The Current CP Structure with Second-Year Seminars
General Principles:









 
(1)  Offer current UCCP 101 and 102 courses in the first year (with required core-texts and honors/scholars sections). Again, the exception is the Global Village unit of 102, which will be addressed in two separate four-hour courses in the third or fourth year of the curriculum.
(2) Offer seminars in the second year. The purpose of the seminars is to allow in-depth exploration of Western intellectual and cultural traditions. These in-depth seminars are intended to complement the general survey of ideas accomplished in UCCP 101 and 102. To assure that these seminars are complementing that general survey, the following guidelines will be implemented. The fall seminar must examine a topic within the purview of UCCP 101 (Ancient Greece to the Renaissance). The spring seminar must examine a topic within the purview of UCCP 102 (Reformation to Modernity). Each semester, four different seminars would be offered.
First Year: UCCP


Second Year: Two Seminars

Fall: UCCP 101



Fall (Seminar Examples)

Courses will follow


Fifth Century Athens
current CP syllabi


Rome: The Rise and Fall of the Republic

with required core texts


Islam and Scholasticism






Dante and the Making of the Modern
Gender in Medieval and Renaissance England

The Renaissance Body

Spring: UCCP 102


Spring (Seminar Examples)
Course will follow 


Luther, Calvin and Free Will




current CP syllabi


Locke and the Modern State

with required core text


The Legacy of the French Revolution






Marxism and Nationalism






Modernist Poetry






The Postmodern Self

Great Texts: 101, 102, 103, 104 

All models must:  • Use four semesters • Be interdisciplinary • Increase student awareness of Western intellectual and cultural traditions

Model C: A Modified, Non-Core Text CP Structure with Second-Year Seminars
General Principles:

(1)  Offer a modified CP 101 and 102 in the first year. Instead of requiring faculty to teach required core texts, faculty will be required to teach the common categories that inform the current structure of CP. Again, the exception is the Global Village unit of 102, which will be addressed in two separate four-hour courses in the third or fourth year of the curriculum.

(2) As in Model B above, offer seminars in the second year. The purpose of the seminars is to allow in-depth exploration of Western intellectual and cultural traditions. These in-depth seminars are intended to complement the general survey of ideas that is accomplished in UCCP 101 and 102. To assure that the seminars are complementing that general survey, the following guidelines will be implemented. The fall seminar must examine a topic within the purview of UCCP 101 (Ancient Greece to the Renaissance). The spring seminar must examine a topic within the purview of UCCP 102 (Reformation to Modernity). Each semester, four different seminars would be offered.

First Year: UCCP


Second Year: Two Seminars

Fall: UCCP 101
 (w/o core texts)

Fall (Seminar Examples)

Greek Drama Text


Fifth Century Athens

Greek Philosophy Text


The Rise and Fall of the Roman Republic

Roman Text



Islam and Scholasticism

Early Christian Text


Dante and the Making of the Modern Self
Islam/Middle Ages Text


Gender in Medieval and Renaissance England

Renaissance Text


The Renaissance Body

Spring: UCCP 102 (w/0 core texts)
Spring (Seminar Examples)

Reformation Text 


Luther, Calvin and Free Will





Scientific Revolution Text

Locke and the Modern State

Enlightenment Text


The Legacy of the French Revolution

Romanticism Text


Marxism and Nationalism

Nineteenth Century Text

Modernist Poetry


Twentieth Century Text


Christian Existentialism
Freshman Seminar 101 and 102
All models must: • Use two semesters • Emphasize effective written and oral communication skills

Model A: Classical Rhetoric with Supplemental Classical Texts on Rhetoric
General Principles

(1)  Both semesters share a focus on classical rhetoric. 
(2)  Both semesters share a common classical rhetoric textbook.
(3)  Both semesters share common oral communication and writing style manuals. 

(4)  Both semesters share common assignments for oral presentations and compositions.
(5)  Each semester allows for instructor choice of a supplemental classical text about rhetoric. The fall text must complement the course of study in Great Texts 101. The spring term must complement Great Texts 102. [In a variation on this model, the supplemental texts on rhetoric may be from contemporary rather than classical sources.]
Fall Semester





The course is designed to teach students purposive communication—in both oral and written contexts—via principles of rhetorical invention.  In addition, the courses teach basic research skills, including ethical practices, critical approaches to reading, evaluating, and listening, and appropriate use of technology. 
Common Rhetoric Textbook: 

Corbett’s Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student 

Common Style Manuals:
Beebe & Beebe’s A Concise Public Speaking Handbook; Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual 
Common Assignments:               
(1) Informative speech and essay; (2) Argumentative speech and essay; (3) Persuasive speech and essay. 
Supplemental Classical Text:
Examples: Aristotle’s Rhetoric, Plato’s Phaedrus, 

[instructor’s discretion]
Cicero’s On Invention, Quintilian’s Institutio.
Spring Semester
Building on Fall Seminar objectives, Spring Seminar will teach students to collaborate with others on problem-solving in both oral and written formats, interview effectively, and to begin developing competence in discipline-specific forms of writing and speaking.

Common Rhetoric Textbook: 

Corbett’s Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student

Common Classical Text on Rhetoric:
Cicero’s De Oratore or Quintilian’s Institutio

Common Style Manuals:
Beebe & Beebe’s  A Concise Public Speaking Handbook Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual [or comparable texts]

Common Assignments:
(1) Group problem-solving discussion & collaborative paper; (2) Epideictic speech and paper; (3) Interview with professor in student’s discipline which will serve as basis for an oral and written report (employing the appropriate style guidelines for that discipline). 
Supplemental Classical Text:
Examples: Augustine’s De Doctrina Christiana, 

[instructor’s discretion]
Boethius’ Differentiis Topicis, Guido Faba’s Summa Dictaminis, Geoffrey of Vinsauf’s Poetria Nova.

Freshman Seminar 101 and 102

All models must: • Use two semesters • Emphasize effective written and oral communication skills

Model B: Required Core-Texts with Common Rhetoric, Assignments, and Manuals
General Principles:

(1) Both semesters and all sections share a required core-text. The fall text must complement the course of study in Great Texts 101. The spring text must be a global, non-western text.   
(2) Both semesters share a common classical rhetoric textbook.

(3) Both semesters share common oral communication and writing style manuals. 

(4) Both semesters share common assignments for oral presentations and compositions.

(5) Individual courses built around themes selected by the instructor.

The two semesters of the Seminar are designed to teach students purposive communication—in both oral and written contexts—and do so via individualized seminars that share a required core-text (classical in the fall and a global in the spring).  In addition, the courses teach basic research skills, including ethical practices, critical approaches to reading, evaluating, and listening, and appropriate use of technology.
Fall Semester






Common Core Text:
The Odyssey, or The Apology, or The Aeneid, etc.
Common Rhetoric Textbook: 
Lunsford, et. al Everything’s an Argument, 4th ed.
Common Style Manuals
Beebe & Beebe’s A Concise Public Speaking Handbook; Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual
Common Assignments:               
(1) Informative speech and essay; (2) Argumentative speech and essay; (3) Persuasive speech and essay
Individualized Themes:
Cultures in Conflict, Gender and Justice, The Journey, The Rhetoric of Empire, Virtue and Citizenship 
Spring Semester

Building on Fall Seminar objectives, Spring Seminar will teach students to collaborate with others on problem-solving in both oral and written formats, interview effectively, and to begin developing competence in discipline-specific forms of writing and speaking.

Common Core Text:
Confucius’s The Analects, Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, Ghandi’s Story of My Experiments with Truth, etc.
Common Rhetoric Textbook: 
Lunsford, et. al, Everything’s an Arguments, 4th ed.
Common Style Manuals:
Beebe & Beebe’s A Concise Public Speaking Handbook; Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual 
Common Assignments: 
(1) Group problem-solving discussion & collaborative paper; (2) Special occasion speech and paper; (3) Interview with professor in student’s discipline which will serve as basis for an oral and written report 
Individualized Themes:  
Revolution and Just War, Colonialism, Wisdom Literature, Global Human Rights, Religious Pluralism
Freshman Seminar 101 and 102

All models must: • Use two semesters • Emphasize effective written and oral communication skills

Model C: Topic-Driven Seminar with Common Assignments and Manuals 


General Principles:
(1) Both semesters offer topic-driven seminars grounded in faculty interest and expertise.
(2) Both semesters share common assignments for oral presentations and compositions.
(3) Both semesters share common oral communication and writing style manuals.
The Seminar model is designed to teach students purposive written and oral communication, and do so via the exploration of specific seminar themes. In addition, the courses teach basic research skills, including ethical practices, critical approaches to reading, evaluating, and listening, and appropriate use of technology.  In one version of this model (C.1), the seminars must complement the general survey of ideas Great Texts 101 and 102. In another version of this model (C.2), seminars may be on any topic.
Fall Semester






Common Assignments:               
(1) Informative speech and essay; (2) Argumentative speech and essay; (3) Persuasive speech and essay. 

Common style manuals:
Beebe & Beebe’s A Concise Public Speaking Handbook; Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual [or comparable texts]
Possible Seminar Topics:
Model C.1:  Fifth Century Athens; The Rise and Fall of the Roman Republic; Islam and Scholasticism; Dante and the Making of the Modern; Gender in Medieval and Renaissance England; The Renaissance Body

Model C.2: The Novels of Nathaniel Hawthorne; Feminism in the Third World; The Border in American Politics; Understanding Artificial Intelligence; The Development of Modern China; A History of Mental Illness.
Spring Semester

Common style manuals:
Beebe & Beebe’s A Concise Public Speaking Handbook; Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual 
Common Assignments:
(1) Group problem-solving discussion & collaborative paper; (2) Special occasion speech and paper; (3) Interview with professor in student’s discipline which will serve as basis for an oral and written report.  
Possible Seminar Themes: 
Model C.1: Locke and the Modern State; The Legacy of the French Revolution; Marxism and Nationalism; Modernist Poetry; Christian Existentialism


Model C.2:  A Labor History of Birmingham; African-American Poetry; The Investiture Controversy and the Making of Modern Europe; The Environmental Challenges of Global Development
