
College Football Playoff Fan Base Comparison



Methodology

• The Center for Sports Analytics in partnership with Affinio performed 
a social network analysis utilizing machine learning on data of 
2,493,960 college football fans collected during the 2018 college 
football season. Only moderate to highly identified fans of the four 
teams are included.



10 Most Followed Political Figures for Each Fan Base

• (1) Donald Trump
• (2) Barack Obama
• (3) Hillary Clinton

• (4) Bill Clinton
• (5) Mike Pence
• (6) Mitt Romney

• (7) Bernie Sanders
• (8)  Paul Ryan
• (9) Marco Rubio

• (10) Joe Biden 

• (1) Mike Pence
• (2) Donald Trump
• (3) Barack Obama

• (4) Mitt Romney
• (5) Marco Rubio
• (6) Ted Cruz

• (7) David A. Clarke
• (8) Hillary Clinton
• (9) Bill Clinton

• (10) Mike Huckabee

• (1) Nikki Haley
• (2) Donald Trump
• (3) Barack Obama

• (4) Trey Gowdy
• (5) Hillary Clinton
• (6) Marco Rubio

• (7) Mike Pence
• (8) Lindsey Graham
• (9) Bill Clinton

• (10) Paul Ryan

• (1) Donald Trump
• (2) Barack Obama
• (3) Hillary Clinton

• (4) Bernie Sanders #1
• (5) Mary Fallin
• (6) Mike Pence

• (7) Bernie Sanders #2
• (8) Paul Ryan
• (9) Bill Clinton

• (10) Elizabeth Warren



Other Favorite Sports Teams for Fan Bases

Notre Dame 
Fans

Clemson 
Fans

Oklahoma 
Fans

Alabama 
Fans

• (1) Chicago Cubs

• (2) Chicago Blackhawks

• (3) Chicago Bears

• (4) Indianapolis Colts

• (5) Chicago Bulls

• (1) Atlanta Braves

• (2) Atlanta Falcons

• (3) New Orleans Saints

• (4) Tennessee Titans

• (5) New England Patriots

• (1) Carolina Panthers

• (2) Atlanta Braves

• (3) Houston Texans

• (4) Atlanta Falcons

• (5) Dallas Cowboys

• (1) OKC Thunder

• (2) Dallas Cowboys

• (3) Texas Rangers

• (4) Cleveland Browns

• (5) Golden State Warriors



Top Five Fast Food Restaurants for Each Teams Fan Base

Notre Dame 
Fans

Clemson 
Fans

Oklahoma 
Fans

Alabama 
Fans

• (1) Chipotle

• (2) Starbucks

• (3) Buffalo Wild Wings

• (4) Dunkin Donuts

• (5) Wendy’s

• (1) Chick-fil-a

• (2) Whataburger

• (3) Starbucks

• (4) Wendy’s

• (5) Dreamland

• (1) Starbucks

• (2) Chick-fil-a

• (3) Wendy’s

• (4) Krispy Kreme

• (5) Subway

• (1) Whataburger

• (2) Starbucks

• (3) Wendy’s

• (4) Chick-fil-A

• (5) Taco Bell



Top Brand Across Miscellaneous Categories 
for Each Teams Fan Base



Top Celebrities for Each Teams Fan Base



Top 5 Sports Stars for College Football Playoff Contender Fan Bases

Oklahoma Fans

Clemson FansAlabama Fans

Notre Dame Fans

• (1) Bob Stoops

• (2) Russell Westbrook

• (3) Kevin Durant

• (4) Serge Ibaka

• (5) Barry Switzer

• (1) Tajh Boyd

• (2) Deshaun Watson

• (3) Sammy Watkins

• (4) CJ Spiller

• (5) Marcus Latimore

• (1) AJ McCarron

• (2) Greg McElroy

• (3) TJ Yeldon

• (4) Mark Ingram

• (5) CJ Mosely

• (1) Brian Kelly

• (2) Lou Holtz

• (3) Skylar Diggins-Smith

• (4) Brady Quinn

• (5) Golden Tate



Top Media Accounts for Each Teams Fan Base



Following Rival Teams

• Clemson fans are 384 times more likely than the general population to 
follow the South Carolina Gamecocks and 18 times more likely to follow 
the Georgia Bulldogs. 
• Alabama fans are 252 times more likely than the general population to 

follow the Auburn Tigers and 29 times more likely to follow the Tennessee 
Volunteers. 
• Notre Dame fans are 29 times more likely than the general population to 

follow the USC Trojans and 17 times more likely to follow the Michigan 
Wolverines. 
• Oklahoma fans are 592 times more likely than the general population to 

follow the Oklahoma State Cowboys and 354 times more likely to follow 
the Texas Longhorns. 



Random Comparative Nuggets

• Three of the top twenty bio key words that Alabama fans use to self 
describe relate to religion (God, Jesus & Christian). 

• Notre Dame fans are three times more likely than the other three fan 
bases to follow MLB content.

• Clemson fans are four times more likely than the other three fan 
bases to follow the Food Network.

• Oklahoma fans are seven times more likely than the other three fan 
bases to follow NBA content.



Random Comparative Nuggets

• Alabama fans are twice as likely as the other three fan bases to follow 
NFL content. 
• Notre Dame fans are seven times more likely than the other three fan 

bases to follow NHL content.
• Clemson & Alabama fans are three times more likely than the other 

two fan bases to follow NASCAR.
• Notre Dame fans are six times more likely than the other three fan 

bases to follow Olympics content.



Random Comparative Nuggets

• Alabama fans are 478 times more likely to follow the College Football 
Playoff than the general population. Clemson is 168 times more likely, 
Notre Dame 115 times more likely and Oklahoma 53 times more 
likely. 
• Alabama fans are 543 times more likely to follow the SEC than the 

general population. Clemson fans are 306 times more likely to follow 
the ACC. Oklahoma fans are 168 times more likely to follow the Big 
12. 



Top 20 Oklahoma Fans Hashtags



Top 20 Clemson Fans Hashtags



Top 20 Alabama Fans Hashtags



Top 20 Notre Dame Fans Hashtags











Top Locations for Oklahoma Fan



Top Locations for Clemson Fan



Top Locations for Alabama Fans



Top Locations for Notre Dame Fans



Heatmap of Oklahoma Fan



Heatmap of Clemson Fan



Heatmap of Alabama Fans



Heatmap of Notre Dame Fans



Most Active Time for Fan Base to be on Social Media

Notre Dame 
Fans

Clemson 
Fans

Oklahoma 
Fans

Alabama 
Fans



Oklahoma Fans Favorite Tweet in Last 30 Days



Clemson Fan Favorite Tweet in Last 30 Days



Alabama Fans Favorite Tweet in Last 30 Days



Notre Dame Fans Favorite Tweet in Last 30 Days 


